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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Cameron, Polly Coward -McCann 
TH= CAT WHO THOUGHT HE WAS A TIGER Cloth; $2.00 


* A case of mistaken identity solves itself when the cat, who had previous- 
ly been sleeping in trees, eating grass and generally shunning the company of his 
housebound brothers and sisters, goes to find a real tiger in a circus. The tiger 
tells him what he is and the cat returns as a cat. Tiger colored pictures, posed 
with dead pan drama, add a note of gentle ferocity. (8/23.10:56-9946) 


Rowand, Phyllis Little, Brown 
GEORGE Cloth; $2.50 


* George is a big black dog and his adoption of a large busy family provides 
a funny comment on human nature. All of the children and their parents and grand- 
parents, plus the neighbors, are ruffled by the things George does, the messes he 
gets into. But the minute he gets lost, they spend a hectic day hunting for him and 
are terribly relieved when he appears- from under the porch where he had been asleep. 
The match between the text and the author's bristly, bounding pictures in green blue 
and pink, is perfect. (8/21. 1C:56-8458) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Steiner, Charlotte Knopf 
Cloth, trade $2.25 
A FRIEND IS "AMIE" Reinforced $2.75 


A thoroughly disarming meeting between American Milly and French Lili, who 
has come to live in the U. S. A., proves profitable for both. Shy neighbors at first, 
the two little girls soon begin to play spontaneously and a picnic lunch with pets 
and dolls, during the course of which meanings of vital words- amie, maison, pomme, 
un, deux, trois and more- are exchanged. The text is in rhyme, all the French words 
are colored over with yellow and Charlotte Steiner's colored pictures are intriguingly 
young and surprised. Firm side stitching on all Knopf reinforced editions now. 
(8/20.1LC :56-8902 ) 


EASY READING 


Marks, Mickey Klar | Henry Holt 
7 FINE EGGS AND FANCY CHICKENS , acne 


After Billy and Peg Peters move from the city to the country the only thing 
wrong with Old Mill Farm is that it isn't a real farm; there are no animals on it. 
How the children come by enough stock to really start one makes the central theme of 
this carefully told tale. A neighbor gives them some bantams, some of which they are 
later able to trade for two piglets. During the months there is an increasing fami- 
liarity with country life- a storm, supper around the fireplace, a clubhouse with friends, 
Christmas and raising the young chicks. The narrative is politely styled and hence dull 
reading, but for the interests these pointers for the good life and solid family rela- 
tionships should prove of value. For illustrations there are some well designed prints 
by Jo Polseno. (9/17-1C:56-10031) 
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Ladd, Elizabeth Mor row 
THE NIGHT OF THE HURRICANE $2.50 
The night of the hurricane is but one of many events experienced by Judy, the © 





small heroine in another of Elizabeth Ladd's Maine stories. Living with her Aunt Kate 

and Uncle Walter on Cape Oregon, Judy has a pretty exciting time during the summer and 

fall. For the big blow, she and a friend, David Young, batten down David's boat and find 

it still safe the next day. Then there is the day David shoots a gull by mistake; another 

day for a town meeting to decide on clamming territory; still another when Judy gets lost 

at sea; and finally a climactic Christmas tempered by illness and recovery. Fairly realis- 

tic and told with 8 and 9 year old sympathy. Active drawings by Mary Stevens. (9/26.LC:56-9714) 


REPRINTS, NEW EDITIONS AND INEXPENSIVE BOOKS 


Reprints for September Grosset & Dunlap 
Thrushwood Books eae $1.50 

Salten, Felix- BAMBI Rice, Alice Hegan- MRS. WIGGS OF THE 
Kipling, Rudyard- CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS CABBAGE PATCH 

Webster, Jean- DADDY LONG-LEGS Tarkington, Booth- PENROD 

Spyri, Johanna- HEIDI Barrie, J.M.- PETER PAN: THE STORY OF 
Tritten, Charles- HEIDI GROWS UP PETER AND WENDY 


Tritten, Charles- HEIDI'S CHILDREN Gates, Eleanor- POOR LITTLE RICH GIRL 
Fox, John Jr.- THE LITTLE SHEPHERD Wiggin, Kate Douglas- REBECCA OF SUNNY- 


OF KINGDOM COME BROOK FARM 
Tarkington, Booth- SEVENTEEN Harris, Joel Chandler- UNCLE REMUS: HIS 
Canfield, Dorothy- UNDERSTOOD BETSY SONGS AND SAYINGS 


The Plumfield Edition- 9 Louisa May Alcott titles; ea. $1.50 
Anne of Green Gables Books- 8 titles by L. M. Montgomery; ea. $1.50 


Young Reader's Bookshelf-7 Young Reader's Railroad Stories by Charles 
Coombs; ea. $1.00 


Young Heroes Library~ $1.00 
Payne, Steven- YOUNG HERO OF THE RANGE 


Picture Story Books-$1.95 


Lamb, Charles & Mary- FAVORITE TALES FROM SHAKESPEARE- 7 tales, edited by 
Morris Schreiber 


New Series-ea. $1.00 

Sutton, Felix- retold by-MOBY DICK- Ills.: H. B. Vestal 
Wilson, Phoebe- retold by- PETER PAN- Ills.: Ruth Wood 
Sutton, Felix- DANIEL BOONE- Ills.: Dewitt W. Jayne 


Reprints Knopf 


Knopf is making its new flats available in both trade editions and special 
reinforced editions for greater durability. The reinforced books will be bound in soil- 
resistant washable cloth and side-sewn. Reprints are being made available in only the 
reinforced editions. See below for titles, prices and dates. 


Johnston, Johanna- SUGARPLUM- $2.50. Publ. 

Lewellen, John- THE MIGHTY ATOM- $2.25. Publ. 

Bromhall, Winifred- THE PRINCESS AND THE WOODCUTTER'S DAUGHTER- $2.50. 8/1 @ 
Duvoisin, Roger- PETUNIA- $2.50. Publ. 

Duvoisin, Roger- PETUNIA AND THE SIGN- $2.50. Publ. 

Goodenow, Earle- COW CONCERT- $2.50. Publ. 

Brock, Emma L.- MR. WREN'S HOUSE- $1.75. Publ. 

Brock, Emma L.- THE RUNAWAY SARDINE- $2.50. 8/1. 
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Barrett, Lawrence- TWINKLE, THE BABY COLT- $2.25. Publ. 
| Bromhall, Winifred- CIRCUS SURPRISE- $2.50. Publ. 

| Prokofieff & Chappell- PETER AND THE WOLF- $2.75. Publ. 
Watson, Nancy Dingman- WHOSE BIRTHDAY IS IT?- $2.50. Publ. 


































; Wonder Books Wonder Books, Inc. 
! Publ. } ea. 25¢ 


Baum, L. Frank- THE COWARDLY LION- This abridgement of the episode from 
the Wizard of Oz leaves the rest of the story a crying need. It isn't enough of a 
i tale in itself and we'd recommend starting with the whole book first at any age. In 
the pictures by Ruth Wood, Toto has been turned into a poodle. 


Wilson, Phoebe- THE YOUNG READER'S BOOK OF PRESIDENTS- A useful guide to 
the history of the nation's capital presents brief definitions of the presidency, 
political parties and electoral procedure. Thumbnail sketches of the lives of all - 
33 presidents follow. Two tone spreads by Stuyvesant Van Veen are expressionless 
but adequate. 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Durell, Ann Doubleday : 
HOLLY RIVER SECRET $2.7 


A first book by this young author has been written with humor and under- 
standing of both family and social problems and an apt weaving of these into a natural 
mystery. The Finches- Joey, her twin brothers, Donny and Mac, their mother and their 
professor father- spend summers near the Jersey shore where they grow a berry crop, 
have grandmother trouble, family squabbles and good times. But most important to 
the kids,and the new friends they make among the berry pickers and other local people, 

@ is the legend of Holly River. A clearing along its shores had once been the site of 
an inn and perhaps of the pirate's treasure. Joey and her father, who is also inter- 

ested in county history, aided by the others and by the legendary tales of old John 

‘ Rufus, find not a treasure but some valuable old papers that reveal the Finch's fas- 

cinating connection to the innkeeper who had befriended the pirate, Tom Bone. Illus- 

trated by Ursula Koering. (9/20.10:56-9389): | 


Wickenden, Dan © ' | Harcourt, Brace 
THE AMAZING VACATION $2.95 


An engaging fantasy, whose matter of fact tone reminds one of the British 
writers, C. S. Lewis and P. L. Travers, accounts for the summer of Ricky and Joanna 
and the time they have after they go through the window in their uncle's study, in 
search of their cousin Emmeline's lost turquoise. Uncle Hubert, an unsuccessful 
magician, has had contact before with those beyond his window, in the Country Without 
a Name. As Ricky and Joanna are sent down the rope ladder by the housekeeper, Mrs. 
Breadloaf, a new world of mists and adventures awaits them on their quest. The cha- 
racters they meet, the places they visit and the ordeals they undergo make the wonders 
of imagination their new treasure. Drawings by Erik Blegvad, with tiny, exact detail, 
are right for this book. (9/26.10:56-8356) 


Cooke, Donald E. 
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Winston 
THE SILVER HORN OF ROBIN HOOD $3 95 


From Donald E. Cooke have previously come two mystery adventures Johnny- 
on-the-Spot and The Narrow Ledge of Fear), a historical about the American Revolution 
(Valley of Rebellion) and now a rewriting of the Robin Hood story. If one had not read 
€ the traditional versions this would do just as well. It is a complete, well paced book, 
recounting the events in Robin Hood's life from the time he was 18 and lost >*s father 
and won a shooting match- to his death fighting for King Richard. The tale is told 
with a marked flair for personalities and fascination for the whole spirit of the 
Sherwood band. None of the familiar and well loved details seem left out and anyone with 
the slightest interest in the legend should be entirely satisfied with this for it has 
Pa 5 i latitude. The author's pictures, some in full color, illustrate. (9/26.1c: 
56-905 
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Winston 
PATRICIA'S SECRET $2.50 


A problem simply dimensional and simply solved proves a bit of a disappointment 
in the weak and plotless story form it is given here. Patricia has been living with two 
aunts in Iowa ever since her mother died and now her father, an Air Force major home from 
sbroad has come to take her to his base in California. Not sure she wants to go, Patricia 
sets up the venture on a trial basis, to which her father complies, and she determines to i 
be naughty to boot. But the nice, understanding major soon dissuades Patricia from evil. § 
She makes new friends at the base, gets a dog, plays at the country club and decides at | 
last to stay. A more useful story for children in similar circumstances than for a general ; | 
young audience. Pictures by Evelyn Copelman. (9/26. LC: 56-10072) | 


Waldman, Frank World , | 
LUCKY BAT BOY $2.75 f | 


The story of a baseball comeback centers around Matt Cooper who at 34 feels his . | 
pitching ability on the decline. There is a bad game in New York that contributes to the 
Falcons' decision to retire Matt to a coaching position but in that game Matt hits a foul 
which injures a young fan, Billy Carmichael, who has run away from his upstate home just 
to see Matt play. Visiting Billy in the hospital, Matt gets firm young advice. Billy 
tells him he could play better if he wanted to. It is one of a combination of events that | 
makes Matt sign with a smaller team, to pitch and not to coach, and, with Billy taken on 
as bat boy, their hard but happy road back leads to a victory over the Falcons. Well 
written. (9/2h. LC: 56-9255) 







EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Sterling, Dorothy Doubleday i 
THE STORY OF CAVES $3.00 ii 
Another good nature study by Dorothy Sterling (see Trees and Their. Story, © | 


Insects and the Homes. they Build ete.) seems more lively in tone than the others have 

been, but imparts information just as efficiently. To orient,- first sections deal with 

legendary versions of the underworld from different countries. Then, coming down to rock | | 
bottom, we are presented with the concept of hardness- just how hard is rock? From this | 
well chosen point of reference it is an easy matter to follow the various ways in which 
caves are made, formations within caves, the differences between caverns and caves, the a 
animals that live in them and so forth. Material on accessible. caves in America and on | 
modern spelunking completes. For another book of similar scope, see Elizabeth Hamilton's 
The First Book of Caves. Pictures here are by Winifred Lubell. (9/20. LC: 56-8232) 


Harris, Louise Dyer & | Little, Brown 
Norman Dyer HUMMER AND BUZZ $2.50 






A life cycle story takes two helpful and interesting creatures, a hummingbird 
and a bumble bee, and makes the expected personalities out of them in a comfortable survey 
of meadow and migratory life. Along with the physiology and habits of each, their stories 
are made to fit together as they would naturally, for example at the last when Hummer's mate 
rescues Buzz from a garden spider's web. Lush pictures by Robert Candy make the most of 
colors and flight characteristics and of Hummer's long winter migration to the Yucatan. 
(8/20. LC: 56-6763) 


Darling, Louis Morrow 
PENGUINS $2.00 


* Anew nature study by Mr. Darling is as engagingly written and illustrated as his 
others have been and in its quiet way makes the most of the fascinating facts of penguin @ 
life. Their habits- walking in lines and groups for miles over the ice and snow, chatting 
and squabbling furiously during the mating season, playing like excited children and ges- 
turing like a bunch of comics- are hugely enjoyable to humans. Most of the book is a de- 
scription of a season in the life of Adelie penguins, but end data accounts for world dis- 
tribution, physical characteristics of other species and their peculiar adaptability to 
Antarctic environs. Wash and pencil drawings by the author are appealing and precise. 

(9/26. LC: 56-8790) 
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Kettelkamp, Larry Morrow 
THE MAGIC OF SOUND $2.00 





Clear, step by step explanations of sound and its properties move easily 
from the elements of vibration to a tiny bit about radar, and cover the ear, 

types of noises and how sound travels. In the text there are experiments easily done 
at home such as setting up vibrations with strings, forks and bodies of air. At the 
end, a peek at sound effects made in a studio should make readers want to try them out 
at home. The author's drawings, appealing and accurate, illustrate. (9/26.LC:56-8484) 











































Landmark Books Random House 
9/ak | ea. $1.50 


Bliven, Bruce Jr.- THE STORY OF D-DAY; JUNE 6, 1944- American operations as 
they took place, hour by hour on the day that turned the tide of World War II are 
given a good reportorial going over here in a manner that is successful in its attempt 
| both to pinpoint the minute and to set the smaller happenings in their relation to the 

big event. Starting briefly with a history and background of World War II, Bliven 
traces the aims and ambitions of Hitler, his near triumph at Dunkirk and the bit by 
bit comeback of the Allies. Slowly Operation Overlord, a drama of several elements 
from men and arms to time and the weather, plays itself out and comes to a climax in 
the one man decision, made by Eisenhower, to cross the channel. As the giant raid is 
begun, Bliven reports its progress by the wave after wave of landing men, telling now 
of their tactics as groups, now of individual moves and acts of heroism and always 
mindful of the ever present enemy they had to beat. Dramatically told. Illustrated 
with photographs. (10:56-5458) 7 


| Brown, Slater- ETHAN ALLEN AND THE GREEN MOUNTAIN BOYS- Witr a good perspec- 
i tive on the combinations of historical event and individual personality that gave 

k their special meaning to Allen's life long campaign for Life, Liberty and Property, 

t @ this keeps close tabs on the developments in the controversy over the Grants. When 

" the Peace of Paris opened that district around Bennington to settlers, the New Yorker 
landlords who controlled much of the area wanted to keep it on under a feudal system- 
a prospect that was anathema to men such as Allen. Organizing the Green Mountain Boys, 
; he became a virtual outlaw. As the forays and setbacks he and his men experienced 

are accounted for there is a good rendering too of Ethan's beliefs, his Deism, his 
sometimes bluff character and the wiles he used (sometimes more in the interests of 
a the new nation) to gain his ends. Illustrated by William Moyers. (IC: 
20-5457 


Bryan, J. III- THE WORLD'S GREATEST SHOWMAN- The age of P.T. Barnum and P.T. 
Barnum himself are given top and lively billing by J. Bryan III, whose magazine arti- 
; cles on places and personalities are already bringing him a good audience too. The 

Barnum family background- six generations of Connecticut yankees- comes first and 
along with it, the matrix of traditions that made P. T. a man who neither confirmed 

|g or denied a thing and who followed a pattern that distinguished between dishonesty and 
| | misrepresentation to gain its own ends. From then on it is a tale of wildest and most 
: fantastic success in the 1800's, with the fascinating details of museum purchase, of 
Tom Thumb the Midget who wowed them in America and wowed them in Europe, of Iranistan 
the Bridgeport house, of the first elephants in the U.S.A., of fire, bankruptcy and 
wild success again. The joining with Bailey puts the top on the tent and forecasts 
a future of three ring extravaganzas we're still crazy about. Good reading. Drawings 
by Gerald McCann plus photos. (106:56-5460) 


* Jackson, Shirley- THE WITCHCRAFT OF SALEM VILLAGE- Here is a clear and grip- 
ping account of the events which happened in 1692 -- which were to give Salem Village 
@ permanent place on the map of religious history. It has the clear writing and emo- 
¢ tional thinking that Shirley Jackson has exhibited in her adult short stories and books. 
In her introductory remarks the author establishes the climate of witchhunting that 
continued to envelope the Puritan church of the 17th century. She outlines the short 
history of Massachusetts colony and differentiates between Boston, which naturally 
remained more broadminded in spite of the preaching of Cotton Mather, and small Salem 
Village, a day's distance by horseback, which was more closely bound by convention and 
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ripe for the ravings of Ann Putnam. The story of Ann as the ringleader of a group of girls q 
who began innocently to listen to Mr. Parris' Indian slave, Tituba, and then made their | 
guilt and convulsion-ridden turnabout, is matter-of-factly told; the events bring their own 
horror and fascination. The facts of the case are there, along with the hysteria and the 
mass murder of innocent people. Surely a landmark in American history- of the sort that 
should make us stop to consider that all has not been pleasant or heroic. Pictures by 

Lili Rethi. (LC: 56-5454) 


Janeway, Elizabeth- THE EARLY DAYS OF AUTOMOBILES-From the first horseless car- 
riage race in Jackson Park, Chicago, in 1895 to the streamlined numbers of the future, 
Elizabeth Janeway has taken to her subject with gusto. The book is lively and interesting, 
clips along at a good rate through the history of an invention, the conglomeration of ideas 
in Europe and America that made the auto, the contraption that was to become a tool rather 
than a toy. Through chapters on the various European makes, new steps in progress such as 
the self starter, Ford's controversy with patents and even early day habits and prepara- 
tions for motoring, fans will find much to satisfy. It is difficult to classify the basic 
idea as anything more than a recapitulation of information that is getting cranked up and 
restarted in many another volume on the same theme. Drawings by Hartha Depper.(LC:56-5453) 


Reeder, Col. Red & Campion, Nardi Reeder- THE WEST POINT STORY- A visit of a troop 
of Explorer Scouts to the Academy provides a point of departure for an exploration of West 
Point's history as well. In an easily informative style, not as full of patriotism as 
one might expect, Col. Reeder and his co-author go back to relate the first notice taken 4 
of the district up the Hudson, Benedict Arnold's treachery there, and Washington's designa- 
tion of the spot as the new country's official military school. Records of early West Point 
years show a very different kind of cadet life; there was drinking and gambling instead of 
discipline and good habits and more than one mixup between cadets and those in authority 
worked to retard West Point's record during those first years. Aithough the tenure of 3 
Thayer ended in tragedy too, his serious endeavours to correct matters eventually had their ' 
lasting effects. Last chapters outline the careers of famous West Pointers such as Eisen- 
hower and MacArthur. As an Academy history this could be supplemented by Engeman's pic- 
ture story West Point (1956). Photographs. (LC: 56-5459) 


Smith, Bradford- ROGERS' RANGERS AND THE FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR- It is with more | 
attention to tactics and wilderness battle maneuvers than political issues that Mr. Smith | 
contributes his interpretation of the fighting between New York and Quebec that finally saw 
the British ascendancy in Canada. Perhaps, in the light of his intent to show the Rangers 
as a unique fighting force, this is as it should be. But in what mention there is of in- 
ternational feeling, one too easily picks up the idea that the French and Indians were 
wrong and that the British were right. There is a confusing explanation of the French and 
Indian alliance and no reasons are given for the Indian raids in the first place. Where 
the narratives of the campaigns of Rogers, Howe, Wolfe and Amherst were ample and vivid, 
further comment on the historical background would have made a more valuable book. Draw- 
ings by John Wonsetler. (LC: 56-5455) 


World Landmark Books Random House 
Ea. $1.50 
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Daugherty, James- THE MAGNA CHARTA- With the revival of Shakespeare's King John, 
now rarely seen, interest in the man who gave the restive nobles the famous document is 
roused. In short opening chapters, the prelude to and aftermath of Britain's great demo- 
cratizing gesture are briefly accounted for. Mr. Daugherty backgrounds his account with 
a look at léth century feudal life, the hierarchy of serfdom and vassalage and then goes 
on to England's reigning house and the situation following the death of Henry II. Richard I 
had an uneasy reign, with the spectre of John behind the scenes. When John became king, 
there were many battles with France,there was juggling for power at home, there was dis- 
content among clergy and nobility, who though far from ideal, presented for the times the ®@ 
most practical force to stem the tide of preemption of divine right of kings, envisioned 
in King John. With the Magna Charta won and signed, the book turns in final chapters to 
its significance and the subsequent steps which expanded the rights of man down to the 
United Nations Charter. Pictures by the author. (9/26. LC: 55-5826) 
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Fosdick, Harry Emerson- MARTIN LUTHER- Brief and clear, this account of 
Martin Luther and his influence on the religious pattern of the western world bears 
all the earmarks of Dr. Fosdick'’s ample knowledge of the subject. It is a relief 
not to have the text in narrative, and a feeling for personality is definitely crea- 
ted through a fine ability to relate what Luther's inner motives must have been during 
the various phases of his career. As boy, university student, monk and a rising young 
preacher-professor, Luther feared God to the very depths of his being. Yet the turn- 
ing point inevitably came through his inquiring Bible study and the points he found 
that could not be reconciled with the fearful and extortionary practices of the Roman 
Catnolic church. Then came Tetzel and the 95 theses and the rest is history. One 
could have wished for wider comment on Protestant practices as they developed from the 
teachings of Luther and his contemporaries, but Luther's role in the early Reformation 
is more than adequately outlined. Pictures by Steele Savage. (1C:56-5462) 


Morenus, Richard- THE HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY- Perhaps the most amazing thing 
about the Hudson's Bay Company is that Radisson and Grosseilliers, the men whose ex- 
plorations made it all possible, were left out in the cold by the hungry hunters who 
capitalized on the knowledge of these two, At any rate it is the most striking aspect 
of this brief and efficient social biography by Mr. Morenus. Beginning with the story 
of a man, Radisson, and ending with that of a nation, Morenus fits the one into the 
other with readable simplicity, commenting not only on the exigencies of a voyageur 
existence but on the international battles waged over the right to trade furs which 
meant a right to territories as well. On down to the war between the Hudson's Bay 
Company and the Northwesters this recounts the English accession in Canada and manages 
to give an idea of history as a fluid, moving thing. Illustrated with drawings by 
Nerry Barton. 


* Riesenberg, Felix- BALBOA: SWORDSMAN AND CONQUISTADOR- The odd sequences of 
events that turned Balboa into one of the greatest and most mistreated of the conquis- 
tadores is given full play here by Mr. Riesenberg who is well known as a writer of the 
sea. Stating at the outset that he has simplified the story to point up the qualities 
of courage and resourcefulness that went into New World discoveries, the author goes on 
to accomplish his purpose with due regard for historical accuracy. Balboa's is an 
exciting story. The indebtedness of his family, his expert swordsmanship and experience 
in the Moorish wars, his emotional need to go to the New World and win back family 
honor, his peculiar set of adventures and enemies- all these are well registered in the 
build up to his amazing feat and ruin. A good, on-the-scene narrative, suggestive of 
historical ironies and Spanish character. Illustrated by Feodor Rojankovsky. 

(LC 356-9466) 


First Books Watts 
ea. $1.95 


* Coy, Harold- THE FIRST BOOK OF CONGRESS- An efficient once over of its main 
branches, committees, functions, electoral procedures, and relationships with other 
parts of the government and the nation as a whole, presents a working definition for 
beginning civics classes and general young interests. The big activities~- budget ap- 
propriations and law making- are discussed first. With this backdrop, a look is taken 
at senators and representatives both as a group and individually, what they do to de- 
bate and engineer a particular bill and how they perform as committee members, "watch- 
dogs and in receiving petitions from special interests. A glossary of congressional 
terminology completes. Pictures by Helen Borton. (10/?7.1C:56-9544) 


Epstein, Sam & Beryl- THE FIRST BOOK OF CODES AND CIPHERS- The two principal 
methods of secret writing plus several ways to make invisible ink are engagingly and 
entertainingly revealed by the Epsteins. In the first section of the book they show 
the difference between codes (which use symbols for whole words) and ciphers (which use 
symbols for different letters of the alphabet) and follow this up with famous examples of 
eryptic messages from Caesar's day to the discovery of the Rosetta Stone. Problems in 
encoding and decoding accompany the material and should engross the myriad young spies 
end undercover agents around us. Pictures by Laszlo Roth. (9/?.1C:56-9134) 


Wyler, Rose- THE FIRST BOOK OF WEATHER- Rose Wyler has a list of reliable and 
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interesting list of books about earth and the solar system to her credit and this adds an- 

other. From molecular movement in the air to its most devastating results the hurricane- . \ 
she tells the weather story here in clean cut sections and easy to do experiments that ex- | 
Plain wind, rain, storm and cloud and make the material fascinating to anyone with an inter- 
est. The fun of forecasting comes into it too and besides the details of weather bureau 
operations there are instructions for making a home barometer and the simple rules for gen- 
eral predicting in the United States. Pictures by Bernice Myers. (9/?.LC:56-5851) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 3 
Treece, Henry . Criterion Books : 
VIKINGS DAWN $3.00 ! 
To portray the theme of first ventures, the initial efforts that pave the way for ; | 
later and more successful ones, Mr. Treece takes an early Viking voyage to Britain and des- 
cribes it in its tragic and heroic outcomes. Thorkill Fairhair is the Norse captain-hero 
who leads his men south into the unknown. But most of the events are seen through the eyes 
of Harald, son of an outcast lord who must find something of a new future for himself. 
Sailing south, there is treachery from Ragnar, the Raven, lying in wait for Thorkill's ship, { 
prophecies of good and evil from the old Lapp wizard and a meeting with the earliest Irish | 
monks who inject a forceful strain of Christianity into the Norse vein. Though Ragnar repents 
and though the new religion promises much, there is imprisonment and wreck and only Harald 
is left to return as the bearer of new ideas to his countrymen. Earnest, at times heavy, 
and of definitely more appeal to serious minded youngsters than those who would adventure | 
with success. Illustrations in dramatic line by Christine Price. 8-11 too. " 3 5c: 756-9962 ) { 


Krautter, Frances C. Dodd, Mead ' 
THE MYSTERY OF DEVIL'S CANYON $2.75 \ 
A summer in the west for 16 year old Bill Kendall and his cousin Don, 12, leads i 
to more than an introductory knowledge of ranching and cowboy activity on the Fulton's _ h 
Flaming Arrow near Tucson where they stay. Shortly after they arrive, Bill, Don, young Ray 
Fulton and some other friends go on a pack trip to Devil's Canyon and there note the myste- 
rious actions of a stranger who turns out to be a former train robber. The man has only 
just come from long years of imprisonment and his new trail leads the authorities to a long 
lost cache. A simple rope ‘em and tie 'em job. (9/24.10:56-9313) 


Olson, Glen Dodd, Mead 
THE TALL ONE $2.75 


* An off-beat basketball story, this has more sympathy for its characters and actual- 
ly stays in the mind when the last paragraph is finished. It is written almost as if the 
author had experienced it himself. It takes a recognizable situation too- one in which a , | 
high school team, short and on the skids, is presented with a chance for recovery when a 
new tall player joins the group. He is Miles Talbert but no ordinary boy. Seven feet tall, 
Miles comes to Greenwood Union as a senior who won't do the team any good next year and as 
& newcomer *o sports on account of former trouble with his weak legs. Self conscious of 
his height and his health, Miles finds a third problem in Billy Washington, a Negro boy 
against whom Miles’ southern background has prejudiced him. But with Billy, bothered by his 
color as Miles is by his own social drawbacks, the two boys help cancel out each other's 
troubles and make the backbone of a team that gets the state championship. Told through the 
eyes of their coach, this scores for better sports writing. (9/24 .LC 56-8710) 


O'Malley, Patricia Dodd, Mead 
HAPPY LANDINGS FOR ANN $2.75 


Being a member of the passenger service department for Pan American Airways is what 
produces happy landings (a husband) for Ann Tallant, a jilted girl from Virginia who has left 
William and Mary to come to New York and look for a job. Ann hopes to become a stewardess, 
then finds she is too young. But passenger service work, where Ann has the opportunity to 
use her French and Spanish, proves equally interesting. Along with the airlines job, there 
is Ann's part in the life of her friend Hannah with whom she lives- Hannah's discovery of a 
mix-up in her own office- and finally, the romance with John, an up and coming young man in- 









terested in housing projects in Virginia. A Bermuda vacation tops this off. (9/24. LC 356-9008 ) 
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Friermood, Elisabeth Hamilton Doubleday 
THAT JONES GIRL $2.75 0 


The time is 1918 and Lizzy Lou Jones, a girl in a small Indiana town, is 
the heroine in a light story of a girl's struggle to break through her shyness and 
family restrictions to become herself. A dreamer at 16, Lizzy Lou (who hates her 
name) wants badly to become an actress. Though her strict Aunt Liz, who keeps house 
for widowed Mr. Jones, dislikes even so much as the idea of going to a basketball 
game at night, Lizzy Lou sights her first glimmerings of freedom when Bill, president 
of the senior class at high school, begins to take notice of her and when her quiet 
father overrides Aunt Liz's objections. But then an arrival proves an even bigger 
event. Louise Leander, another aunt whose acting career is something of a surprise 
to Lizzy Lou, comes to Medford and the way is paved for a triumph in high school 
dramatics and a future of her own choosing. Pictures by Doris Reynolds. (9/20.10:56- 


9391) : 


Nielsen, Jean Funk & Wagnalls 
ISLAND EXILE $2.75 


A year's stay on small Ajax Island in northern Puget Sound provides some 
right solutions for 16-year-old Maggie Jerrold, her emotionally upset mother and 
Jody Roberts, a new young school teacher. Maggie's mother, a war widow, was happily 
remarried to Joe Neville only to have tragedy strike again when her second child died 
of polio. Joe, sensing that his island childhood home would be the best place for 
his wife to recuperate from a bad nervous breakdown, sends her off with Maggie. There 
they meet Jody, Sven Solquist, young member of the school board, and the Jessups with 
whom they are to live. A year of discovering that life need not be lonely, even on 
a small island, brings romance and marriage to Jody and Sven and a new future for 
Maggie, her nice stepfather and her fully recovered mother. A sea change and a cure. 


(9/2.LC:56-10703) 


Stanford, Don Funk & Wagnalls 
THE TREASURE OF THE CORAL REEF $2.75 


Bermuda and skin diving set the stage for summer activities which are more 
colorful than their trite central theme. Mike Forrester, who has just flunked Civil 
War history, comes to join his father, a marine biologist who has his emotional 
problems too. Mrs. Forrester comes from a hide bound southern family who dislikes 
Mr. Forrester's travelling about and whose disapproval is magnified by Mike's failure 
at history. But diving proves fruitful. A treasure is discovered- a ship from the 
Civil War blockade- and among the loot there is a Great Seal of the Confederacy. The 
possibility of its authenticity inspires Mike to write a good thesis which ups his 
mark and brings an enthusiastic and forgiving grandmother, along with Mrs. Forrester, 
to Bermuda at last. Adequate light reading but not a patch on his perceptive auto 
racing story The Red Car (1954). (9/?.IC:56-10705) 


Turngren, Annette Funk & Wagnalls 
MYSTERY WALKS THE CAMPUS $2.75 


The small university town of Endicott is the scene of a puzzle involving a 
lost relative and an inheritance. It first comes into Wendy Deland's ken when her 
brother Ira, a scientist, returns for the fall semester at Endicott (where Wendy is 
a freshman) and reports that a girl student he talked to on the train has disappeared 
into thin air. The girl, Sky, does turn up and becomes Wendy's friend, but as myste- 
rious events culminating in a lab explosion mark her trail, there seems to be more in 
Sky's background than people realize. As it happens, Mrs. Thurson, a rich Endicott 
widow, is Sky's grandmother. She had disapproved of a marriage her own daughter made 
and hence had never seen the girl. But with Sky definitely in Mrs. Thurson's good 
graces, Fowler, the Thurson gardener, attempts to do away with the girl and get the 


Thurson inheritance for himself. Romance for Ira and Sky and Wendy and her beau, Martin, 


also point up a town-gown problem that caps the mystery. (9/?.1C:56-10706) 
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Pohl, Frederik & Williamson, Jack Gnome 
UNDERSEA FLEET $2.75 





Cadet Jim Eden of the Sub Sea Academy, situated just off Bermuda and operating 
some years hence, comes in contact with a situation demanding all of his many resources 
when he meets David Crackens, also a cadet at the academy. David tells him of his father, 
an inventor who had worked with Jim's dead uncle on some undersea projects. Dr. Cracken 
now has a domain all his own and in an obsessive search for a sea plant giving off atomic 
energy, has managed to become a tyrant who rules the lives of the amphibian people and 
fends off some dreaded saurians who live near by. A four way struggle develops and when 
Jim, David and the air breathers break the power of suarians, amphibians and Cracken, 
there is still hope for a more cooperative and peaceful future. Stagey science fiction, 
garishly improbable and fought with sentiment better left submerged. (8/15) 


Keene, Carolyn Dana Girls series- Grosset & Dunlap 
THE CLUE OF THE BLACK FLOWER $1.00 


On the brink of summer vacation, the Dana girls receive a mysterious orchid. 
Dining out with ship captain Uncle Ned, they are accosted by a strange South American 
who asks to buy the flower and threatens them when they don't sell. Besides this there 
is a report from Uncle Ned that an insurance man is hunting for the trail of a biologist 
couple killed in the Brazilian jungles. Then at their camp the girls meet another pair 
of biologists, the Sterlings, who tell them of the black orchid sacred to a jungle tribe 
who do their best to murder anyone after it. In the showdown the mysterious stranger is 
revealed as the agent of the tribe and the Sterling's twins, the children of the lost 
couple. For this, serve some curare with your tea. It is all pretty wild. (9/7) 


Helmericks, Bud Little, Brown 
ARCTIC BUSH PILOT $3.00 





Following two other autobiographical stories, Oolak’s Brother and Arctic Hunter, 
this outlines another eventful and interesting year in young Bob Hamilton's life and, 
written in an easy, conversational style it is fine factual adventure material. Bob is 
a lucky boy. After his last year of high school in California (where he has also taken 
flying lessons) he is about to return to Barrow, Alaska, where his father is a school 
principal, when he is asked by a bush pilot friend, Andy Willington, to ferry up a new 
Cessna. First chapters detail Bob's flight from Wichita, Kansas, and then, when he 
arrives, there is a job waiting for him. With the plane, Bob and a friend fish for Andy 
and in the venture they encounter all the exigencies of Arctic bush piloting. Besides 
this, Bob meets a Professor Lindstrom. The encounter cultivates the boy's interest in 
wildlife and develops into the opportunity to work for a study with Lindstrom at Cornell. 
Natural and unassuming. Illustrated with very clear photographs. (8/6. LC: 56-8457) 


Swift, Helen Miller Longmans, Green 
CHOCOLATE SODA $3.00 


As the story of a small town Massachusetts girl whose parents run a sweet shop 
this has rough spots but is far more sensible and sincere than Adventure in Store (1955), 
about a career in retailing. A senior at the Mapleton high school, Ellie is beset with 
ordinary but understandable problems. She wants to go to college but must work for a 
scholarship with not much better than average marks to help. She is conscious too of her 
social position and having to forego dates to work in the sweet shop in the evenings, dates 
with popular Jack Billings who seems to prefer her occasionally rather than available rich 
Anne White. Yet when Mr. White suffers a comedown in his business, Anne weakens and crack 
with the social strain. Ellie, with new realizations about people and happiness, works to 
' win the scholarship on all around merits rather than marks alone and can look forward to 





the beginnings of a future with another boy, Tim, who wants to be a doctor. (9/19. LC:56-10109) 








| 
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Janes, Edward C. Macrae-Smith 
TROUBLE AT CLEAR LAKE $2.75 


Conservation and in particular fishery biology at a New England lake back- 
grounds the story of young Ben Colton who has just got his degree and is heading his 
first job at Clear Lake. The problem before him is one of the depleted supply of 
fish, a bad thing for the tourist-geared economy of the district. When Ben arrives, 
he spots the trouble almost immediately. It is a feed stream blocked by a paper mill 
dam and muddied by the lack of trees along its banks. But Ben's attempts to straighten 
things out are blocked too- by a gang of counterfeiters, one of whom runs the lake 
casino, and whose set up in an old house is endangered by Ben's "snooping" around the 


stream. Cops and robbers but with a broader, for-the-good-of-the-community slant. 
(9/2.LC:56-10446 ) 


Seibert, Elizabeth Macrae -Smith 
THE ABRUS NECKLACE $2.75 


Katy Browning, 17, comes to a saddened Florida home at Christmas time. The 
disappearance of her baby brother, three years ago, had turned the happy, prosperous 


Brownings into a family beset with cares. Not the least of them, Katy finds, is the 
problem of local fishing rights on Cormorant Key and the animosities of the de Angelis 
and Carl Huber, who had once been friendly. As Katy gets to know young Randy Watrous, 
Carl's stepbrother, she learns the details of Carl's unfortunate marriage to one of 
the de Angeli sisters, who had been killed in an accident while Carl was at sea. Only 
their small son survived. But as Randy and Katy put two and two together, it turns 
out that a less well intentioned de Angeli sister had kidnapped the Browning baby to 
palm off as her own nephew to Carl. An easy lock for this Key. (9/?.LC:56-10435) 


Bowen, Vernon McKay 
THE EMPEROR'S WHITE HORSES $2.75 


A story based on a real happening- the removal of the famous Lippizans of 
the Spanish Riding School- will have its appeal for horse lovers, but its tone is 
stridently emotional and full of panting praise for these famous performers. The 
narrative is centered around Franz Hofer, a country boy looking for his parents taken 
by the Germans in 1945 who then comes to his cousin Willi, a stable boy at the school. 
When Franz is given a job too, his love for horses grows as he cares for the beautiful 
beasts and turns to deep concern as concentrated allied bombings threaten their lives. 
With their mass escape to a country estate, the measure of safety is again broken by 
German patrols, before the Americans and General Patton come finally to deliver them. 
A small romance and the return of Franz to his parents write finis to a book that does 
not make the best of its opportunity. Illustrated by Hans Kreis. (8/?.L0:56-8602) 


Wallace, May Nickerson McKay 
THE PLUME HUNTERS MYSTERY $3.00 


* Another good story by the author of Hunter's Hill, Challenge to Babs etc., 
is set in the Everglades of 1916 and in solving its mystery manages also to outline an 
important social problem and to make its characters real. Bob and Marion Adams, whose 
parents have recently moved to some reclaimed land below Lake Okeechobee, are troubled 
when their friend Red Smith is taken for questioning on the death of Klondike, a 
friend of Mr. Smith's with whom Red had gone to live after the murder of his own father. 
As Bob and Marion try to help clear Red of suspicion, their natural interests lead them 
into another problem- of conservation. The plumed swamp birds, especially egrets, are 
being killed and in spite of rigid legislation, their valuable feathers are being 
smuggled out for the millinery business. As the smuggler, proved the murderer of both 
Klondike and Red's father, (the latter for his papers as a government agent) is caught, 
the urgent need to preserve the area and its wild life becomes a solid goal for the 
young people to work for in their futures. Pictures by Jean Porter. (8/?.1C:56-8601) 
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Whitney, Phyllis Youth Today series- McKay 
THE HIGHEST DREAM $3.00 
A frothy novel whose lofty overtones somehow fail to attach themselves firmly © 


to a predominantly light narrative about Lisa Somers, daughter of a nationally famous 
redio commentator. Determined to make her own way in the world, Lisa comes to New York 
after college and gets a job as a U.N. guide. The friendships she finds with girls from 
811 over the world and in particular with Reland from Scotland provide interesting and 
broadening experiences. So do the workings of the U.N. and its many agencies, which Lisa 
learns about in the course of her guiding. But paramount in her life is Norman, a young 
radio newsman who proves romantically difficult for both Reland and Lisa. The child of an 
unhappy marriage, Norman has his doubts about women in general and only at the last does 
he see Lisa, who has been offered a public relations job with UNICEF, as a resourceful 
girl who will make a loving wife. Social emphasis is on the less publicized work of agencies 
such as UNICEF, but in sum readers will be far more impressed with the glamour of interna- 
rr a than with specific jobs and policies which are but thinly examined here. (8/7. 
IL 356-8599 


Hobart, Lois Romance for Young Moderns- Messner 
A PALETTE FOR INGRID $2.95 ” 


A brief look at the New York City art world takes Ingrid Carlsen through her 
first year on a scholarship at the Art Students League. She encounters an expected set of 
people and circumstances which are not too deeply examined, but the outspoken values are 
at least worthwhile, for Ingrid arrives determined to paint seriously. Her cousin Bert, 
who meets Ingrid's train and escorts her to first parties and so forth, has graduated from 
the League into the world of advertising and is the stereotype of the commercial artist 
who wishes mildly that he had not forsaken pure art. Bruno Calvetti, a young architect, 
represents the other side of the picture, the serious worker who appeals both romantically 
and ideologically to Ingrid. And along with the aesthetic arguments there is apartment 
hunting, part time job getting and roommate trouble, all of which turns out happily as 
Ingrid has her first show and her first sale. By the author of Xatie and her Camera (1955) 


this is a better organized story about a medium with which the author is more familiar. 
(9/2%.10:56-10449) 


1") Malkus, Alida Winston 
SIDI, BOY OF THE DESERT $2.95 


An impassioned story of Libyan Bedouins, and an Arab race horse, adds another to 
this author's collection of books with unusual backgrounds (see Constancia Lona, Little 
Giant of the North ete.). Sidi's father Ali, who drives a caravan, was a former master at 
the racing stables of Prince Mohammed in Cairo and was willed the mare, Yasmin, on the 
Prince's death. With Yasmin's foal Zilfan Sidi and his father hope to make their fortune 
racing, but their desires clash with those of wicked Mahmoud, the Prince's nephew, deter- 
mined to get Zilfan back into his own stables. Many a chase across the desert, over a 
period of three years while Zilfan is trained in hiding, and the more thrilling side of 
Arab life as it is depicted here, make a romantically styled adventure. Illustrated by 
Manning de V. Lee. (9/26.1LC 356-5095 ) . 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Vision Book Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
$1.95 

Fitzgerald, Ed- CHAMPIONS IN SPORTS AND SPIRIT- This illustrated of book for young 
readers contains a series of short biographies of seven outstanding American sports' figures 
who are portrayed eas simultaneously devout Catholics leading commendable moral lives. In 
sports' column journalese, human interest stories are told and appropriate moral lessons 
drawn in connection with the personalities and careers of the Dodgers' ball-player, Gil 
Hodges, heavyweight champion, Rocky Marciano, tennis queen, Maureen Connolly, hockey-player, 
Maurice Richard, basketball star, Bob Cousy, football coach, Terry Brennan and Yankee catcher, 
Yogi Berra. The main themes are the superior importance of religion and morality and the 
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compatibility of the same with outstanding achievement in the world of sports. 
Serving a good enough purpose in its own way, this book will be no help to those 
Catholic parents and teachers who, as far as secular goals are concerned, would like 
eventually to deflect immature minds from serious interest in trivial aims. Real 
and sincere enough, the religious ethos of the book, moreover, is not devoid of 
superficiality and sentimentality. Imprimatur. (9/% ) io 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Duncan, David Doubleday 
THE TRUMPET OF GOD $h .50 


A story of the Children's Crusade reveals one phase of it with perception 
and passion, as few other books on the subject have done. As an interlude after 
the disastrous Fourth Crusade, the Children's Crusade in 1212 was made up of two 
parts- one led by a French boy and one of German children who crossed the Alps and 
went to Rome. The latter, and in particular the character of Ulric the serf, who 
inspired others and later fell victim to disillusionment, are central themes here. 
Through Ulric and those around him we get glimpses of the life in crude settlements 
along the way, the abject poverty, the cruelty, the heritage of feudalism, and, with 
the sense of pathos and horror, the futility of the Crusade comes through with greater 
force than its inspiration. (Full report on p. 452.9/6.10:56-8694 ) 


Clarvoe, Frank A. Holt 
THE WONDERFUL WAY $3.95 


A story that grows in stature as its central character develops, introduces 
Wilford Hollester as an arrogantly sure senior who then bit by bit learns that life 
is made up of interdependence. As his mother dies, and he realizes his education was 
given to him by others, he decides to study for the minist: , There are setbacks when 
the bishop doubts his fitness and as a milltown mission brings back some of his former 
self assurance- which again has to be cracked. There is a spiritual message here, 
implicit in the subject, but growing out of the character. (Full report on. p. 451. 
9/6.10 :56-10508 ) 


Lancaster, Bruce Little, Brown 
ROLL SHENANDOAH $3.95 


There is an extraordinary successful immediacy to the reporting on the 
erratic progress of this little known campaign and the magnetism and fire of Phil 
Sheridan. It comes as a fresh note in the panorama of the Civil War which seems to 
be on full view today. The central character is a war correspondent, who had lost 
an arm in an earlier campaign and who determines to solve the problem of a disruptive 
force financed by Northern money and set on defeating Lincoln. Adventure and its 
mead of romance for those who demand it- but the field and mountain fighting will 
stay on in memory. (Full report on p. 450.8/27.1C:56~10652) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Morgan, Thomas Bruce . Crowell 
FRIENDS AND FELLOW STUDENTS $5.00 


A Look reporter assigned to cover Project India 1955, Tom Morgan covered 
both the U.C.L.A. team that went out and the response they met. There were varied 
teams sent out: one to India campuses on the Malabar Coast; the Calcutta crew who 
approached Indian students on a long term many meeting basis; the work project in the 
Santoshpur dispensary. Morgan continually assesses as he reviews the nature of the 
American groups in terms of ethnic and individual effectiveness and his report should 
be of value to youth groups seeking the best methods of teamwork and performance. 
(Full report on p. 466.9/10.1C :56-9794 ) 
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Yohannan, John D. John Day 
A TREASURY OF ASIAN LITERATURE $7.50 


Well ordered and generous, this collection of classic writing from the Arabic, 
Chinese, Indian, Japanese, Persian opens the door to a rich storehouse. Under the head- 
ings of Story, Drama, Song and Scripture there is a full sample of more than one great work 
from more than one culture; and before each category there is a readable comment on the 
relation of the work to others, significance and so forth. Among the selections are sam- 
ples from The Thousand and One Nights, Japanese theatre, Confucian Analects, the Rubaiyat, 
the Bhagavad Gita and more. Impressive and inviting. (Full report on p. 428. 9/7) | 





Skolle, John Harper 
AZALAT $4.00 


The story of the author's arduous and hazardous trek through the Sahara from the 
salt mines of Taoudeni to Timbuctoo, made with men who grew to respect him, is the center ] 
to many profitable asides. He elaborates on the ways of the camel, the culture of the 
Tauregs, the history of the district in the years of World War II, and succeeds in lifting 
us into a desert domain of people who live with dignity in the face of a harsh, unyielding 
and isolating world. (Full report on p. 426. 8/22. LC: 56-8762) 


Wendt, Herbert Houghton, Mifflin 
IN SEARCH OF ADAM $6.50 | 


* Report repeated from p. 313 (J-99) of the May lst Bulletin when this was schedu- 
led for earlier publication reads as follows..."A richly informative, wonderfully readable 
record of human inquiry relates the story of man's quest for his origins from the pre- ; 
Socratic down to the Nobel Prize winners of today and also considers the informing ideas 
which have stimulated the quest. The multi-patterned delvings into many branches of @ d 
science, together with the continual use of dialogue that heightens narrative effect, 
make a splendid offering to all intelligent curiosities. Photographs and line cuts." 

(Full report on p. 421. 8/20. LC: 56-72h1) 


Goldman, Eric Knopf 
THE CRUCIAL DECADE $4.00 





A useful and readable resurvey of the decade 1945-55, done objectively, percep- 
tively and with a keen sense of its significance in the changing pattern of America. Be- 
ginning with an uneasy peace, a relatively uncertain new president- Truman- and a surge of 
pressure to return to old ways, and ending with another president but a pattern of continu- 
ing policy of social legislation, raised standards of living and a "middle course” in for- 
eign affairs as well- the interim between had been "the acid test of savage political war- 
fare". Goldman's account of it, of the crucial developments at home and in international 
relationships, is above the level of good reporting. (Full report on p.461. 8/20. LC:56-9285) 


PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Frank, Mary & Lawrence K. Viking 
YOUR ADOLESCENT AT HOME AND IN SCHOOL $3.95 

























A soothing approach to the transitional years, this is less explicit than the 
Gesell book and may be easier for the average parent to use. There is the reassurance of 

a loving, understanding attitude and the general coverage includes physical and emotional 

changes, definition of personality, the goals of work ahead, education and evaluation of 

schools. Those who have used the Franks through earlier books will find them again re- 
liable. (Full report on p. 427. 8/2) a ‘ 





PLEASE MAKE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 
Page j 
431 (J-143) Brown, Bill & Rosalie- WHISTLE PUNK- 9/? to 9/23 (Coward-McCann) 
kkk (J-156) Epstein, Sam & Beryl- THE ANDREWS RAID- 8/? to 8/20 (Coward-McCann) 
314 (J-100) Hoyt, H. B.- ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DOGS 5/25 to 7/19; $3.95 to 
$4.00 (Putnam) 
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ONE DARK HORSE 


September 24 


Chang, Diana Random House 
FRONTIERS OF LOVE $3.50 


* 1945 in Japanese occupied Shanghai, and the equivocal status of the Eurasian 
! provides a first novel of considerable sensibility and searing revelation- certainly 
for Sylvia Chen who at twenty knows only the fragmentation of several worlds- and an 
identity with none. She belongs to a group which is politically liberal, foreign, or 
‘ like herself- of mixed blood; the Jastrows who are Jewish, Robert Bruno who is Swiss, 
| larry Casement who is Irish, and Mimi Lambert and Feng Huang- Eurasian. Mimi, impul- 
sive, childish, passionate- but rarely thoughtful, falls in love with Robert, knows 
all the volupte and excitement of a first affair which ends in her rejection when 
Robert's fear of his father is stronger than his love for her. She loses his child, 
and goes on the streets to seek "promiscuity as a mortification". Sylvia, who wears 
Chinese or European clothes alternately, "jockeying her dissatisfaction with herself 
. in each", thinks she has found the answer to her ambivalence in Feng Huang who is in 
turn fractious and restless. He tries to induct her into the cause which may provide 
a purpose- Chinese Communism- is responsible for the death of her cousin, and it is 
then that she breaks with him.... Certainly not an easy book to place, but the increas- 
@ ing interest in old barriers and new frontiers in other parts of the world-(cf. Kamala 
Markandaya )- offers a potential. Diana Cheng has handled her people, and possibly 
herself, with much of the same suggestive awareness. (1C:56-8805) 


And a Few Raising their Heads 


The Summer doldrums seem to be extending into early Fall, but this issue offers a few 
that may go. There's first rate entertainment in Eric Ambler's. STATE OF SIEGE (Knopf) 
and in Winston Graham's. THE SLEEPING PARTNER (Doubleday). There's an off-beat his- 

torical in THE LONG WATCH by Elizabeth Linington (Viking). And of course for her 

captive audience, there's another Angela Thirkell, NEVER TOO LATE (Knopf). See below 
for reports. 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


August 16 


Gerson, Noel B. Doubleday 
THAT EGYPTIAN WOMAN $3.95 


An attempt to write in contemporary form a novel about Cleopatra and Julius 

Caesar falls singularly flat, considering the possibilities both characters afford. 
Cleopatra emerges complete as to externals of costumes and tricks of her sex, but be- 
low that superficial overlay, there is little added to the stereotype generally accept- 
ed. The story starts as Caesar- reabsorbed into almost complete identification with 
the military procedure ahead of him- is leaving Egypt; it skips over the intervening 
years with just enough about the set-to between Cleopatra and Octavius to explain his 

later attitudes, and just enough about the child born to Cleopatra, son of Caesar, to 
4 4 ¢ prepare one for his use as an implement of her ambition when she goes to Rome. But 

é the focus of the story revolves around her rather cavalier treatment at the hands of 
Caesar, once she is in Rome, the role played by Calpurnia, and Caesar's death. It 
just isn't enough to warrant retelling in a slick, here-and-now journalistic style. 


(IC 356-9056) 
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Fiction 
August 29 


Wade, Rosalind Pantheon 
COME FILL THE CUP $3.75 @ 


A case history of an alcoholic,clinical, but not cold, traces the decline of 
Hester Revell when, repudiated and divorced by her husband, she buys escape in a bottle, 
to her fall- she is picked up by the police for disorderly conduct. In the beginning, 
there is the humiliation of bills owed and accounts overdrawn; as her drinking continues, 
it costs her the love of a young man, 22 to her 36, and her son. It also puts her through 
@ succession of enforced, and rugged cures, in and out of sanitoria, only to relapse as 
these unpleasant memories dim and liquor offers her happier reveries. Until finally, in | 
a hospital ward, a former alcoholic introduces her to "NMB" and through this self-help, 
mutual-help group she is saved. Eddie too offers her love, which she accepts, not unmind- 
ful of all she has lost along the way. British, believable, but without the compulsive 
charge this compulsive illness has had- in other books. (1C:56-10412) 


September 7 








































Stewart, Mary Appleton-Century-Crofts 
WILDFIRE AT MIDNIGHT $350 


The backdrop of the Cuillin threatens this tale of the Blaven (Blue Mountain ) 
and its history of dead climbers, murders - almost sacrificial, and doom which overhangs 
the visitors to the Hebrides on Skye. Gianetta Drury, a model with an early marriage which } 
ended in divorce, comes there for a rest, is quickly alerted to the evil killing of the 
local young girl, Heather, meets the climbers and the fishermen, and runs right into her 
ex-husband, Nicholas. There is fear for the unapproved climb of two school teachers who 
vanish - one to be found dead, the other nearly so, the quick murder of a famed climber and 
then her pursuit - by Nicholas or by another? Gianetta is no equal for Scots Inspector 
Mackenzie but her path leads her to dizzy eyries, fog and finally to be cornered, at bay, 
with the killer pounding. More pretentious than Madam, Will You Talk (Morrow-Mill, p. 18) 
this still has a sense of unease, a vivid montage of scree and heather, the guests at the 
small fishing hotel and the awkward tensions mounting in an isolated back of beyond place. 
Not perhaps as graceful as the previous book but persuasive. (1C:56-8+70) 


Whitney, Phyllis A. Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE TREMBLING HILLS $3.75 


The Quicksilver Pool (1955) set its story in Staten Island; this moves to San 
Francisco of 1906 and the earthquake here changes not only the city but the life of Sara 
Jerome and those about her. Her mother has kept secret all knowledge about Sara's father, 
Leland Bishop, is unhappy about leaving Chicago for San Francisco, and is terrified when 
Sara's uncontrollable curiosity turns up the fact that she is related to Miss Hester Varady, 
wealthy and, according to Sara's mother, monstrously wicked. Sara has learned too that she 
no longer loves Ritchie Temple, that it is Nick Renwick, engaged to Geneva Varady, who 
claims her whole heart, and, when the earthquake sends them to Miss Varady's house for re- 
fuge, she sees Ritchie get his start as an architect and win back Nick's sister. The little 
pieces of her mysterious "mirror nightmare" come together and Miss Varady's brutal treachery- 
to make sure Sara is to have Nick - is the means of Geneva's death and of the truth about 
Sara's father and the dark scandals of Miss Varady's past. A woman's novel that should 
have a definite local market and which is grounded in the city's great and tragic event, 
this tells its story capably and sturdily. (1C:56-10609) 


Rowans, Virginia 3 Crowell 
THE LOVING COUPLE $3.50 


It is no secret that this is the pen name for a more famous pen name, Patrick 
Dennis, by now a practised hand at satire. He treats his hero and heroine to a series of 
savage misadventuresthat may bemuse the less squeamish on train trips, boat trips, plane @ : 
trips- or hot days here at home. John, our grey flannel suited hero, is wretched in his 
plush job, his plush house in a phoney development outside New York; and his fixations 
(instead of desires) and frustrations (instead of nice clean hardships) don't add up to 






















July 15, 1956 Fiction -4.89- 





living at all. Wife Mary starts the day with her array of nasty outlooks on life, 
and when the automatic coffeepot refuses to be automatic, two basically honest 
people turn on each other. Their first day of planning for divorce presents them 
with overly liberal educations in the ways of the world - in melodramatic excesses. 
Use your imagination to guess the way in which they escape the tentacles of a world- 
ly fate. Or read on! Slick market. 


September 10 
Savage, Les, Jr. Hanover House 
THE ROYAL CITY $3-95 


In this, a more serious book than Silver Street Woman and more forcefully 
written, the author again tells his story against the maze of that period of New 
Mexican history (the late 1600's) when the Pueblo Indians revolted against the 
Spanish at Santa Fe. Luis Ribera, his central figure, is loyal to both sides; he 
has a genius for jumping into a muddle- and then uttering eternal truths. The only 
people who don't like him are those disturbed by all freedom. The Inquisition reach- 
es out its long arm to hound him for speaking and acting out of turn. He learns the 
Pueblos' plan for bloody revolt and warns the Governor, but too late. We follow the 
Spanish on their interminable death march from Santa Fe to El Paso, and by its end 
only a few of the many characters met in the story have survived to see a new phase 
of the death struggle of the Spanish Empire in North America. The book founders - 
as do most of the factual histories- in tortuous explanations of the myriad political 
and religious machinations of the era. But this is a readable tale of that terrible 
and strangely romantic period. (10:56-9404) 


~ 


September 17 


Ambler, Eric Knopf 
STATE OF SIEGE $3.50 


* A sophisticated, circumspect drama of revolution and political terrorism 
moves with the times to the Far East where ideas, as well as lives, are armed and 
where racial and ideological contrasts form a dangerous terrain. Steve Fraser, an 
engineer, hopes to leave the Netherlands East Indies where he has spent some time 
working on a dam project- on rather touchy terms with native officials. A night 
spent in Selampang, along with a Eurasian girl- Rosalie, ends in a local revolution 
effected by General Sanusi, and he is trapped there under military surveillance and 
suspicion. Rosalie, with her mixed blood, is a liability- and he manages to bargain 
for his personal security- and Rosalie's- with a Major Suparto whom he had known, 
while learning that Suparto is plotting with another General- Ishak- to take over the 
new regime. The city is under constant shellfire as Ishak moves in, Suparto keeps 
his promise and Steve and Rosalie are untouched, but their love for each other has no 
future as Steve is quickly cleared out of the country- alone... Not as sinister a 
chimera of intrigue as his earlier books, but an assured adventure tale to which the 
shifty, shifting character of this part of the world lends substance. (1C:55-5610) 


Roy, Jules Knopf 
THE UNFAITHFUL WIFE $1.25 (paperbound ) 


Another spare novel from the author of The Navigator (1955) again has its 
focus on men who fly but here the locale is North Africa at a time of armistice. 
Lt. Ferrer, the squadron's best pilot, has been permitted to have his wife join him 
and her presence is a torment to two of the commanders, Dumard and Rousseau. When 
Ferrer's plane is reported presumably wrecked off Bone they begin their search for 
Helene to tell her of his death and, as they trace her, the story of Rousseau's 
maddened affair with her, of Dumard's unfulfilled passion for her and of the other 
men in her life comes to light. For Ferrer's dedication to the planes and the sky, 
his simple faith and love for her has brought her, defiant and self indulgent, to 
Dr. Lelong, Rousseau and now the wealthy Pellegrin. For the wear and tear of the 
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planes Dumard substitutes the wear and tear of the stupidity of men that caused Ferrer's 
friends to try to steal his wife so that perhaps, between the demands of Helene and his 
planes, he has chosen to die. Finding her at Pellegrin's and telling her of Ferrer's & 
death they see her ruin and her guilt. A sensitive probing of the secret and savage 

domain of the sky - and the flesh - this handles its theme and its characters with preci- 


sion. (10:56-8912) 





September 17 


Stephan, Ruth Knopf 
THE FLIGHT $4.00 

A diary of the heart- so this is termed in distinction to the usual type of 
diary, as presumably Queen Christina of Sweden writes her Apologia on the verge of being 
openly accepted into the Roman Church. It is a strange document - one feels as if this 
is the sort of memoir she might have left, with its complete assurance of her rightness, 
an often arrogant assertion of her power, a recognition of her dominant urge to know the 
truth. Hers was a strange tale:- orphaned in 1632 with the death of her father, King 
Gustavus Adolphus, she was briefly in the care of a neurotic, possessive mother, then of 
an aunt, while the Regency was dominated by the conservative nobleman, Chancellor Oens- 
tierna. On her assumption of the crown, the veiled antagonism between them, the struggle 
for power, came into the open. Christina refused marriage, insisted on making her cousin, 
Carl Gustav, heir to the throne, while persisting in her refusal to make him her Consort. 
Her interests turned largely to scholarship; she brought to the Swedish court famous 
philosophers, notably Descartes, who died there; she planned an Academy; and in secret she 
studied assiduously for acceptance into the Catholic Church. At the end she faced the 
choce- and choice abdication of the throne of this obsessively Lutheran kingdom, and went, 
in disguise, across Europe to Innsbruck. then on to Rome. With this the story ends. It 
is wholly her story, told in the frame of the memoirs, with a certain artificiality of 
style, and a unity of focus, the viewpoint wholly her own. Uneven in interest, the appeal ©} 
generally will be more to a non-fiction than a fiction audience. (10:56-8913) 


September 17 2.4 


Thirkell, Angela Knopf 
NEVER TOO LATE $3.95 


Additional Thirkellania manages an omnium gatherum of the Grahams, Hallidays, 
Crosses, Mrs. Morland and Ludo, and many another of her vastly populated landscapes. 
Young Emily Graham has had a long New York visit but her return is not marred by any par- 
ticularly baleful influence; there is mutual esteem as she visits and chats and makes new 
friends among older people while she holds her own with the young men available. And it is 
Miss Merryman, so long attached to the dead lady Emily, who finds that there is a new place 
for her when Mr. Choyce, the vicar offers for her. Here are the familiar cross county 
conversations, the disentangling of relationships, the good pieces of meddling and the 
criticisms and comments that embroider this ever unfolding panorama of English life. Mild. 
(LC 256-8914 ) 

r September 17 
rag & Rinehart 

CHOCOLATES FOR BREAKFAST $3.50 

Nobody's girl is Courtney Farrell, 15- her parents are divorced and Sondra, her 
mother- she was never meant to be one- hustles for acting jobs which are getting hard to 


find. She shares this status with her only friend at boarding school, Janet Parker (Janet's 
father drinks- her mother is in and out of sanitaria)- Janet who counters Courtney's quiet 


Moore, Pamela 





despair with a hell and gone defiance. Courtney goes to Hollywood for the summer where she @ \ 
has an affair with Barry, a fag, and a juvenile lead who has grown out of his parts. She | 
comes back to New York with Sondra where Janet introduces her to her friends who frequent 

21 or "little caves" in the Village, and to Anthony (once Janet's lover), a rather langu- 

orous dilettante. With him she finds the enchantment and escape of a forbidden, hidden 

world. But Janet proves a problem- her father is “bombed" once too often and she moves 








' And that newspaper became his slave driver, his obsession. How it survived incredible 
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out and in on Courtney and shows no sign of leaving until Courtney's mother throws 
her out; Janet suicides and this serves at least some purpose- Courtney straightens 
herself out and settles for a somewhat steadier course..... That derelict world of 
kids on the skids, whose bitter precocity leaves little to grow up to- this has been 
‘eugene subject and once again it has a disturbing air of authenticity. (LC: 
96-901 


































September 17 


Linington, Elizabeth Viking 
THE LONG WATCH $3.95 


That the author of The Proud Man could turn her talert to a period story 
of New York through the days leading up to the American Revolution - and the long 
grim years of lost battles and discouragement that led to victory, is a bit of a 
miracle. Only too often are authors pigeonholed. But this revcals quite other 
gifts, an ability to take a central theme - the cause of the free press- and while 
never losing sight of it, tell a story that is adventure and history and romance 
against a background that has a kind of immediacy. New York, city of merchants, 
with its handful of proud aristocrats, with its shipping men and panderers to men 
weaknesses, with its dreamers, with its poverty and struggle, its slums and its fine 
houses, its churches and its places of business - it all comes alive. The story 
deals with James Bethune, who at sixteen ran away from trouble- but could never es- 
cape it. New York offered him a chance- to be a small cog in getting out a newspaper. 


odds in a city at war, how the ancient trouble met head on with Bethune's new cons- 
cience,- make a rewarding book. If there's a drop of printer's ink in your blood 
you'll love it. (LC:56-8563) , 


September 18 


Breneman, Mary Worthy : Macmillan 
THE IAND THEY POSSESSED $3.50 


ecoee is the Dakota territory in the 1880's, and it's a hard life for the 
Wards who settle there. It is also hard for young Michal, their oldest daughter, 
through whose eyes and widening experiences most of this is seen. Her mother is 
staid and superior in her judgments on the other settlers- the German-spoken "Rooshans”. 
The Wards move from the prairie to a town of sorts; they have a succession of infants, 
and two die; farming years are lean with drought and crop failure; and Michal conti- 
nues her friendship with Katie Keim (a Rooshan) though she resists her attraction to 
Katie's cousin, Karl Gross. Lewis Reid, more suitable, courts her and she agrees 
to marry him- until at the last minute she gives in to her love for Karl and elopes 
with him. Both bravely return to face the disapproval of their parents.... A lesson 
in Americanization and assimilation spelled out with a patience and a fortitude which 
may not be the reader's. (LC:56-9617) 


September 19 


Blair, Charles F. Jr. & 
Wallis, A. J. Henry Holt 
THUNDER ABOVE $3.50 

The air corridor to Berlin in 1953 is still another treacherous Communist 
channel; Jim Kyle, chief pilot, who flies it, along with Karin, the German born ste- 
wardess he loves, is deliberately misled out of the corridor, forced down in Soviet 
Leipzig where he is jailed, where Karin is handed over to the police, and where 
Zimmerman, a passenger and a valuable U.S. scientist, suicides. Kyle is finally freed- 
but returns to Leipzig through underground contacts to retrieve Karin- and together 
they make their escape to freedom through Hitler's former bunker and a tunnel which 
leads to the Reichstag.... An adventure story, to which the new backgrounds to danger 
lend interest, suspiciously synthetic as it may be. (LC:56-10505) 
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September 19 


Beverley-Giddings, A. Re. Morrow 
THE RIVAL SHORES $3.50 ® 






Another panel in Maryland history, this tells of the swamps of Somerset County 
and the refuge they offered Loyalist families just before and during the Revolution. Sir 
John Whytting, sensing war is to come, realizes their possibilities and makes his plan 
for organizing transportation and accomodations and for passage to England from them. 

His plans run counter to Major Lester, definitely a Separatist, and even more Sir John's 
enemy because of Phyllida Wyman whom Sir John has won. Phyllida's father, the malevolent 
Parson Wyman is opposed to the match, joins forces with Lester to get Sir John in trouble 
and later to kidnap him and ship him to the West Indies. But Phyllida, with a bit of 
outside help, gets Sir John free in time to marry her and pay back those who have tricked 
him. Adventuring in a fresh territory, this romances history pleasingly. (10 :56-10007 ) 















September 19 













Morrow 


O'Rourke, Frank 
THE DIAMOND HITCH $3.50 








This is the story of Dewey Jones, of the western cowman and of rodeo hooliganning. 
For Dewey, broke and beat from contest riding, comes to the Flying A in Arizona to take 
a job as cook and is determined to get into condition, save money and be ready for the next 
meet. The account of the round up camps, of herding wild cattle, of rough country, of 
burros - and of camp cooking (when hungry men demand that he "cook up hell and half of 
Georgia") has an unpressed reality that makes this substantial westernizing. Then, with 
his poke filled, he heads for Las Vegas - sober, nail hard - and hangs on to his promise 
to stay the course through the rodeo events until, winning, the familiar round lands hin, 
celebrating, almost broke and not sober. Another job, horse breaking, and a no-nonsense 
girl keep him from the point where time runs out and he gets his chance to give up rodeo 
bumming and head for a more normal life. Lots of sounds and smells and talk and food for 

an authentic feeling of a vanished life here, this is dedicated to Doughbelly Price who 
lived it. (LC:56-11040) 




















September 20 


Graham, Winston Doubleday 
THE SLEEPING PARTNER $3,95 15 


* Again an expert and exciting suspense story deals with some unknowns, live and 
dead, a marriage which ends with a traditional letter, a new love which is shadowed by 
guilt and the unhappy anticipation that a great man will die. Mike Granville, completely 
preocupied by his new factory which is turning out secret aerial directional devices, is 
completely surprised when his wife, Lynn, leaves him and attempts to find her through her 
London dilettante friends. A critical week at the plant obscures the loss of Lynn, affirms 
the fact that he has fallen in love with his assistant, Stella Curtis, and he is even un- 
happier when he learns that her husband is a quondam brilliant scientist, a "gamma ray 
martyr" with little time left. So that when Stella is named, by Lynn, in a divorce action- 
he will do everything to spare the Curtises and intensifies his efforts to find Lynn. He 
does, as a corpse in his cellar, and it is the dying Curtis who gives him the knowledge 
which will enable him to clear himself- and Stella..... A complex here of deceit and de- 
viation, of a love which is salvaged- but not at the expense of personal probity or loyalty, 
this should attract a waiting following and perhaps a widening one with this book. 

(LC :56-9393) 











July 15, 1956 Fiction -493- 





September 20 


Doubleday 
WHAT'S LEFT OF APRIL $3.50 


Lowry, Robert 


A backward tracing of the life of Carol Parks, a twenty six year old new- 
comer to moving pictures, is sparked when an interviewer tells her of the death of 
a childhood playmate. Her cruelty to the boy now dead, her teens that led to her 
determination to become a model, New York City and the modeling school and the room- 
mate whose easy love life sent her back to Cincinnati and secure morality- find an 
answer in Jim Ramsey who marries her and settles her and their son in Redding, Conn. 
There, twenty three and content, she is attracted to Aldding, becomes restless with 
Jim and, when her little boy is killed while she is with Aldding in the city, edges 
close to insanity. Aldding's message from the head of the modeling school brings 
her a new dream of herself and sends her on the way that leads to stardom. This, in 
its sexual explorations and its exaggerations of normality, does not leave much to 
the imagination or anything to pleasure. (1C:56-9399) 


September 20 


Raddall, Thomas H. Doubleday 
THE WINGS OF NIGHT $3.75 


With this, his sixth novel, Thomas H. Raddall has established himself as 
an interpreter of Canadian life at a rather rugged level. The Nymph and the Lamp 
(AMP) published in 1950, was a vigorous portrait of life and its emotional concomitants 
on a lighthouse outpost; Tidefall, like the current story, used Nova Scotia as a 
setting. The Wings of Night presents a rather prickly character in Neil Jamieson, 
forester and veteran, who spent a major part of the war in a German prison camp, and 
who came back to a remote town in his native Nova Scotia to attempt to wipe his mind 
free of the claims of an unhappy childhood. But he finds it not so easy to do; his 
grandmother, who brought him up, is living in dire poverty, on a tiny pension, all 
the trappings of ancient grandeur gone, but still sturdily independent and proud. 
Neil starts an investigation of the forest areas that had been the Jamieson woods- 
and unearths some seamy doings. He finds too, that an adolescent love still has its 
hold- though the girl, Louise, is married to the scion of the Big Shot in town, 
Senator Quarrender. The story, with its odd ramifications, builds up to Stephen 
Quarrender's death in hunting, to Neil's trial as the accused- and his acquittal, and 
to a surprise ending, which leaves some open questions. The story has a certain 
holding power, though the emotional values are not as telling as in the earlier books. 
(LC 356-9059 ) 


Announcing for September 24 


Marquand, John P. Little, Brown 
NORTH OF GRAND CENTRAL $5.00 


The New England trilogy which is perhaps the most important factor in 
Marquand's reputation, now available in a single omnibus volume. Included are:- 
THE LATE GEORGE APLEY, WICKFORD POINT and H.M. PULHAM, ESQUIRE. (LC :9076) 









a 


Metalious, Grace Messner ~ ° 


PEYTON PLACE $3.95 2) | 


My guess is that this new novelist, described by her publishers as "Pandora 
in blue jeans" will be publicized as an American Francoise Saigon. Her first novel 
attempts a wider sweep, in taking the lid off the foibles and vices and virtues of 
a New Hampshire town, but the approach is as uninhibited, as studiedly naive, as 
though Peyton Place were viewed through the eyes of young, sensitive, detached Allison 
MacKenzie. There are other views as well- the teacher, Miss Thornton, who sees with 
alarm some of the tendencies she senses in her 8th graders; the doctor, who dared to 
break the law because he put human beings first; the new principal of the High School, 
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who refused to accept the mores of the town as eternally fixed. There's extraordinary 
perception here, a good sense of character and pace of story. But was it necessary- 

within the scope of one story, to include rape and incest, suicide and murder, lascivious @ 
curiosity, complexes that run the gambit of the Freudian cycle, and the ingredients that 

make for juvenile delinquency, country style? This is definitely a book that makes 

King’s Row Gate. A great many people are going to read it for the brutal frankness of 

the scenes, the detailed sexual passages, often handled with tenderness and sensitivity, 

the violence of horror piled on horror. And a few will read it for the areas of amazingly 
mature writing, promising - if the young author learns something of selection and restraint- 

an exciting future. Not a book for the thin skinned- nor for junior readers. (10:56-10450) 


September 24 


World 


Noma, Hiroschi a 
ZONE OF EMPTINESS $3.95 
This is a kind of Japanese"From Here to Eternity" without the Jones book's 
narrative power or its ability to make individual scenes gripping. But it does have the 
American best seller's descriptions of cruelty, both in regular army life and in a mili- 
tary prison; it does show the social set-up of life on an army post with its currying of 
favor, its cliques, its brutalizing effects; and it does have a couple of main characters 
who hate authority and one of whom is bent on a mission of revenge. The action takes place 
at an army post in Osaka in 1945, when PFC Kiteni returns to his platoon after two years 
in prison for stealing an officer's wallet ani,- as it turns out, for knowing too much 
about misappropriation of army supplies. His idea is to get back at the officer for his 
Oover-severe punishment. He is befriended by Soda, a college-educated private and a sensi- 
tive man, who is fascinated by Kitani and his situation. Through flash-backs we learn of 
Kitani's pre-army life, his crime, his investigation and trial, his life in prison, his 
pre-prison love affair with a prostitute. The book's main interest is in its comparison 
with similar books on American army life for the writing is not especially interesting and 
none of the characters are particularly appealing. More people should read Zone of 
Emptiness (meaning life in the army) than probably will, for its picture of army life in 
a militaristic society. (10:56-9260) 


September 26 


Baron, Stanley Harcourt, Brace 
THE FACTS OF LOVE $3.50 


With two novels of intrigue (All My Enemies ana End of the Line) ag his previous 
contribution to published works, this comes as a rather refreshing surprise. Not that it 
is a particularly important book, but it does give a once-over-lightly aura of "Paris in 
the Spring". Lucy, 22 and American, is the catalyst, and by her very spontaneity of enthu- 
siasm and bubbling unconcern over the hearts that fall before her, manages to upset a good 
many plans for other people. A youngish American diplomat tells the story- he always seems 
to be drawn into the picture as friend of the family, just as Lucy gets beyond her depth. 
And always he is on the verge of being one of her victims, even after he has set up a double 
menage with another American girl, a young actress, who is playing the ingenue lead in a 
very British play. The scene shifts from Paris to Rome to London - and eventually Lucy gets 
into pretty deep water and escapes by taking po: 3zession of her London sponsor's suitor and 
marrying into Debrett. That she finds it boring and comes again to plead for help is a | 
the final irony, for this time she is too late. Marriage has a way of providing the kind by 
of permanence Lucy thought herself destined to escape. Pastiche-but fun. (LC 356-8526) 
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September 25 


Morley, Felix Caxton 
GUMPTION ISLAND $5.00 


A cross breeding of science-fiction, political moralizing and old-fashioned 
fantasy has produced this tale of Gumption Island, a former summer resort blasted by 
a new type Russian bomb, beck into the prehistoric era. The inhabitants, however, 
maintain their modern attributes. The resident banker tries to set up a new bank 
(in which he is to have controlling interest) and to take the island by force. The 
local dentist continues to fill teeth with makeshift tooth-filler. The local lads 
and maidens struggle with a woman-shortage problem (which even threatens the racial 
barriers of this Southern resort). New businesses are set up. Father Brown continues 
to guide his flock “as usual". Citizens take turns in such enterprises as the Dino- 
saur Patrol, designed to keep marauders out of people's back yards. And discussions 
of Gumptionese politics and theories slow down the book ard take it out of the "light 
reading" class where it belongs. 


September 26 


Morris, Wright Harcourt, Brace 
FIELD OF VISION $3.75 


Wright Morris has done it again--that is, he has written a fine. complex 
interesting novel which, like his others, should get important ‘ritical attention 
and probably small sales. He takes seven tourists in Mexico to a bu + fight: Walver 
McKee of Nebraska and his wife Lcis; their 77-year-old grandson; Lois' futher, Scarlon, 
87; Gordon Boyd, a childhood friend of McKee's; Dr. Leopold Lehmann, a pseudo-psy- 
chiatrist, and Mrs. Paula Kahler, a patient of his. By the time the afternoon is over 
Morris has told us a greatdeal about each of these people and about the pest, present, 
and possible future of America and the world. The shuttling back and forth in time 
and place, and the interweaving of symbolism from one episode to another is a fasci- 
nating virtuoso performance. Boyd, a hero manque, is the catalyst who has brought 
this group together and who, with his wild streak, shakes them up so that all are 
changed in some way- The stories of old Scanlon, Dr. Lehmann, and McKee are excep- 
tionally good, Lois McKee's is rather slim and spun out, and (most unfortunately 
since it is most important) Boyd's does not build as it should to bring the whole 
thing off. Nevertheless, the intellectual power of the book, and the emotional invol- 
vement in parts, as well as the general high quality ~f the writing make it a fascina- 
ting novel though not a complete sucess. (LC:56-8525) 


September 27 


Baron, Alexander Ives Washburn 
QUEEN OF THE EAST $3.95 


Some speculative digging into the past turns up the contest between Aure- 
lian, a Balkan who out-Romans the Romans and rises from the ranks to become Emperor, 
and Zenobia, of Saracen strain, whose determination clashes with Pome that } =rs will 
not be a vassal state. An early meeting sparks the conflict and as Aurelian becomes 
the idol of his soldiers she makes use of her abilities - feminine and otherwise - 
to build up power as regent for her son. Aurelian's attempts to conciliate and to 
avoid war in the East do not avail when, thinking she has killed her husband, he re- 
mains faithful to his wife and turns down her offer of marital alliance; she forces 
him to pursue her as she draws his troops inland, across the desert, and repulses 
his attacks on Palmyra by bold, ingenious stratagems adapted from the philosopher, 
Longinius', teachings. Treachery shows him how to cut off the water supply, how to 
catch Zenobia on her flight to ally herself with the Persians and she becomes his 
captive - to turn his triumph in Rome to her own advantage.... and to see him die be- 
fore his dreams for Rome can come true. The flesh on these bones quivers and trembles 
quite a bit ~ but the soldiers, politics, incidental scenes are often vigorous. Not 
for studious historians. 
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September 28 


Hilliard, Jan Abelard Schuman @ 
THE JAMESON GIRLS $3.00 


wees are four middle-aged women- two (Mildred and Isobel) have married, if not 
too happily, and two (Lily and Fanny) have not. All are attending the deathbed of their 
wealthy father, King Jameson, whose shady amorous and business career ended in an inva- 
lided and tyrannical old age. There is a stranger in town, Theodore Fairfield, who has 
@ way with women, and three of the four girls are susceptible- but Lily, who is not quite 
"right", is his easiest target as he takes her money and hopes for more by marrying her. 
Mildred is suspicious and secures a report on him through a detective which makes her all 
the more uneasy; the old man, who seems to have nine lives, rallies and revives each time 
until Mildred (accidentally?) kills him and again (accidentally?) meets her death. ‘The 
quiet, self-sacrificing Fanny alone is left with the unhappy findings.... For women only, 
@ more credible than charitable chronicle - and this prying, gossipping, niggling world 
has its authenticity as well as human curiosity. 


September 28 


Reverzy, Jean Pantheon 
THE CROSSING $3.50 


A novel by a French intellectual explores the approach to and disappearance over 
the horizon of death through the experience of one Palabaud as recorded by the philosophic 
yet professional doctor-friend of his youth, who speaks for the man. Palabaud had lived 
happily in Polynesia, where he ran the South Seas Hotel and bar-kept and was happy with the 
vahines until a doctor told him the illness which tormented him was an enlarged liver. Re- 
alizing these simple words held his death sentence, Palabaud accepted the inevitability of 
his end despite doctors' evasions - and in so doing, he passed into the land of the dying, 
looking on the world as a departing stranger would. He returned to Paris, from which he 
had voyaged years before, and sought old experiences, some revived by the passing of an old 
priest who had beat him and helped oust him from college for sex experience in his youth. 
The doctor-narrator philosophizes, reminisces, arranges Palabaud's acceptance in a hospital 
where he dies peacefully and tended, and watches his autopsy. In the end, after all his 
contacts with the man, he feels he knows but one thing of him - that he loved the sea, eternal 
mirror of man's ephemeral folly. A corrosive current of irony appears, exemplified by the 
disease that takes a non-drinking man. There is an assertive preocupation with decay as the 
author calls up the mingled elements of life and death in many guises, a pervasive imagery 
and probing of sensations, an element of anti-clericalism. (1C:56-10410) 





September #7 5— 


Orr, Mary , Crown 
DIAMOND IN THE SKY $3.95 
The curtain rises on a first night, starring Brenda Hale, as Nell Gwynn, and 
all those connected with the production are also connected in real life- a term which 
doesn't actually apply to this book. Ian Bartlett, who made Brenda in the theatre, is 
the director; Benjamin Cartwright, her first husband, has backed it reluctantly (Brenda 
has blackmailed him into it); Peter Forrest, its young author, is her lover; and Richard 
Manning, imported from Hollywood to play opposite her, was her first love and is still in - 
love with her. The play, jumped on by the critics, closes quickly with ruinous results- 
economic and emotional; Brenda almost burns to death in bed (accidentally- but it looks 
like suicide) and this makes a better woman and a greater actress of her.... "Now darling" 
type of dialogue and characters no deeper than their make-up, this is a production number @ 
for which only a rental audience could limber up. (1C:56-11369) 
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August 22 


De Vries, Marvin Ballantine 
FRONTIER $2.00-$.35 


Six pieces about the new country which was opened up- some of it bad lands 
and most of it dangerous, offer some standard situations- but vary them. The murder 
of a boy, witness to a rustling, touches off easy accusations and an apology; a wagon 
train heads west and there is trouble within as well as the threat of Indians along 
the way; an old feud is finally healed; an Apache attack on a stagecoach is held off 
by an empty gun; outlaws take over a town; and a jailbreak establishes the innocence 
of a man.... Reliable, for this market. (10:56-11535) 


September 19 


MacDonald, William Colt *4opincott 
THE DEVIL'S DRUM $2.75 


A Gregory Quist exploit takes care of a missing husbard along with 480 cans 
of strawberry jam which have been lost in a train robbery. The disappearance co- 
incides with the need for Quist's expertise as a railroad dick, and with a collection 
of threats against his quarry, the discovery of opium bearing jam labels, and a lead 
from Mexico, Quist heads into the kill. Relax - reliable. (10:56-10808) 


September 20 


Holden, Genevieve Doubleday 
THE VELVET TARGET $2.75 


Eve Halsey, sure that her Aunt Blossom's new husband, John Lanham, is a 
Bluebeard, alerts detective White to her suspicions, and then when she is alone 
with Lanham wakes up to the unhappy truth that it is she- rather than Aunt Blossom- 
will be his victim. lLanham's nephew, also a calculated casualty, shares her status 
and together they are almost able to escape- while White works on the outside to 
move in at the finish. A more than tense situation- and a bright tone to the dialogue. 
(LC 256-9846) 


September 26 


Gardner, Erie Stanley Morrow 
: THE CASE OF THE GILDED LILY $2.75 


Still as tricky on the turns, Perry Mason stays his jump and a half ahead 
of the police and his permanent opponent, the D. A., when he contracts to acquit 
Bedford whose younger wife's fraudulent past is a basis for blackmail. The traveler's 
checks he uses, the motel where murder occurs, the lovely who is a front for the ex- 
tortionists and the table turning that Mason uses to upset the case are familiars - 
still fancy. (1C:56-9456) 


September 27 


Walsh, Thomas Little, Brown 
THE DARK WINDOW $3.00 


Report repeated from the January lst bulletin, as follows- postponed for 
S.E.P, serialization. "Ray Cassidy, night security officer at the Hotel Imperial 
and brooding over the shooting a year back which had cost him his job on the force, 
his girl- and perhaps his courage, flagellates himself further when his subordinate 
is killed by an unknown assailant. A great impersonation, of an heroic, stoic 
Bishop released from a Communist concentration camp, gives Cassidy his chance to prove 
himself and expose a shabby scheme. Not as chilling as his earlier books, but like- 
able and lively. (LC:56-5922) 


’ 
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LONG AWAITED - THE ONE MUST BOOK 


September 6 





Toynbee, Arnold Oxford 
AN HISTORIAN'S APPROACH TO RELIGION $5.00 


The master historian of our time devotes the searching penetration of a trained 
mind to the problem of religion in the life of man. With deep reverence he presents a 
clear and dramatic summing up of the conclusions of thirty years of research and study. 
He leads his reader from the dawn of man's religious awareness to a description of the 
essential truths and counsels taught and practised by the seven religions that must be 
taken into account in the 20th century:- three Buddhaic religions, three Judaic (of which 
Christianity is one), and Zoroastrianism. These agree that the universe is a mysterious 
one, that man himself is not the greatest spiritual presence. There is One greater than 
Man. Man's goal is to seek communion with this presence, this absolute Reality, and to 
achieve this the human self must rid itself of its innate self consciousness. In so doing 
he gives his life a new center, the Absolute Reality. The author underscores the fact that 
for Christians especially self sacrifice means not extinguishing the self but devoting it 
to the service of others. Christians, however, have not earned the right to pass judgment 
on other high religions by the indisputable evidence of their superior life and work. "We 
can believe in our own religion without having to feel it is the sole repository of the 
truth." For those who have had some practice in reading Toynbee this will not be too dif- 
ficult to read. It should find a ready market for all who take their religion seriously 
and who do not approach the subject with closed minds. (L1C:56-10187) 


A Chance to Harvest Some Good Pickings 


Some in rather special fields offer real opportunities, such as Rudi Blesh's MODERN ART ©} 
USA (Knopf); and the distinguished GALLIPOLI by Alan Moorehead (Harper) which will repay 

your efforts. Frank Moraes’ biography, JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (Macmillan) fills a real need with 
objective competency; Irving Stone's thoroughly readable— if overburdened MEN TO MATCH MY 
MOUNTAINS (Doubleday) will ride farther than it might otherwise on his name and fame as a 
popularizer of history and biography. And Gerald Durrell has more delights for. his fans 

in THE DRUNKEN FOREST (Viking). Beyond that the average is a bit higher than of late. 

See pages following for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 


August 10 


Wheelock, John Hall Scribner 
POEMS OLD AND NEW $3.50 


Old or new, all of these poems by John Hall Wheelock belong to the old-fashioned 
school. Roisterous, mystical, exuberant in their love of life and nature, they reveal now 
a Tennysonian, now a Whitmanesque sonority. It is not mere ingenuousness that inspires 
Wheelock's half Victorian rhythms; it is rather a determined stand against and a strong 
dislike of modern verse writers. He believes poetry should sing and express ecstasy. This 
is as pleasing a point of view as it is rare these days, but Wheelock's poetry is not always 
successfully persuasive. One comes sadly to the conclusion that the modernists are express- 
ing the true spirit of the age in which we live. (LC:56-9881) & ! 
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August 15 


Wheeler, Virginia Hart Abelard Schuman 
HOW TO CHOOSE, PLAN, EQUIP AND DECORATE KITCHENS pre-$5.00 
post-$5.95 


A practical and useful how-to book for owners, architects, decorators and 
builders who accept the revolutionary changes that have taken place with the new look 
and the new equipment available to the housekeeper. While the remodelling of old kitch- 
ens is considered, the emphasis is on planning a kitchen from scratch. What are the 
basic planning principles, how to make your own plans, how to choose your equipment, 
how to decide on the setting (by which she means walls, floors, windows), decorating 
your kitchen, etc. The four essentials are accepted:- close relationship of work cen- 
ters, use of the assembly line principle in planning work surfaces, convenience of plan- 
ned storage, and a refrigerator door opening away from the adjacent counter. Some do's 
anddon't's are discussed - among them the discarding of some shibboleths of recent ac- 
ceptance (standard heights of working space, closed shelves, etc.). The competent use 
of the kitchen gets a once over, too. Fully illustrated with drawings and photographs. 
(LC: 56-5918) | 

August 22 


Wheelock, John Hall- /d. Scribner 
POETS OF TODAY III $3.95 


This continues an outstanding contribution to current literature in the pre- 
sentation of three little known, modern poets, Lee Anderson, Spencer Brown and Joseph 
Langland. In this volume, the work of Lee Anderson is perhaps the most outstanding 
and the most moving. His poems are long searching metaphysical soliloquies written 
in a consciously symphonic form, and his The Floating World is reminiscent of Eliot's 
Waste Land. But his is a doctrine of courage, not despair.... Less inte: -sting in 
themselves but typical of the temper of our times are the selections from the works 
of Spencer Brown and Joseph Langland. An annual, which by this time should have 
alerted this audience to its valuable introduction to young talent, and the editor 
contributes an interesting critical appraisal. 


Talbert, William F. & Holt 
Old, Bruce S. $4.95 
THE GAME OF DOUBLES IN TENNIS 


A spirited and specific book on doubles claims to be the first as well, and 
takes over the court with a smashing serve. The history of the game is followed to 
advantage by a consideration of the totality of the doubles game, and, with an exchange 
of statistics, of efficacies of positions and strokes. Charts of stroke counts from 
tournament games reveal the frequency and decisive nature of serves and returns; such 
chilling statistics as the 7-1 advantage of service and 4-1 chance at net prod the 
player to excellence through exact knowledge. There is no discussion of the stroke 
production amply covered elsewhere, but there is a consideration of each stroke used 
effectively in the doubles game - including dink, lob, poach - names that indicate 
study possibilities for the less educated player. The dream teams of Budge, Bromwich, 
Kramer and Lott have words about the game, as do others. 112 full-page diagrams; 16 
pages of signatures, etc. chronological charts of major tourney winners (these all 
unseen adhoc). To alert all players. 


August 23 


Jones, William H. S. Criterion 
THE CAPE HORN BREED $5.00 


The last of the Cape Horn breed were those men who sailed with the last of 
the sailing ships, the steel hulled ones which rounded the Horn at the start of the 
20th century. The British Isles was one such mercantile marine ship and Captain Jones, 
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who sailed with her as a lad of fifteen kept a diary of his first four years at sea, a 
document which is now a testament of a dying era. More noteworthy than its author's 
literary style, which contains trying sentiments and repetitions, is the content of his 
book. For when the full rigged, three masted British Isles set out from England with a 
cargo of coal for Chile, its way was full of the kinds of events that make good copy. 
Aside from expected mishaps- heavy seas, storms, ice and squabbles among the crew- there 
was the time when the cargo began to smoulder and had to be removed piece by piece from 
the hold to cool off; the 35 day gale that threatened to block their way around the Horn 
for good; an amputation with the cook's knife and so on. Supplemented by an ample supply 
of information about the sea and sailing ships, as the author got it from his mates, and 
with descriptions of sailing ship ports from Callao to Sydney, here is a half century 
recall of a South Atlantic and Pacific fifty years ago. Illustrated with photographs. 
(LC 256-9964 ) 3 





August 24 


Hahn, Emily: ae Watts 
and Hatch, Eric : : | $3.00 
SPOUSERY : 


Gamesmanship applied. to marriage here has Hahn giving pointers to husbands 
while Hatch returns the volley to wives, in a turnabout book which has the two sections 
bound back to back. The ploys and ingenious contrivances to maintain happy relationships 
cover privacy, children, weight, the car, social functions (particularly the cocktail 
party), friends and relatives and all the pitfalls of married life. In showing the other 
half how to live each author outlines the stratagems best fitted to counter sneaky attacks, 
to keep the spouse in line and to insure individual satisfaction. Mild entertainment here 
but more than one conversational gambit to spark dull moments. Illustrations by laszlo. 


Should be a pleasant host-hostess present. (10:56-10068) & 
August 27. 
Cameron, Roderick Roy 
EQUATOR FARM $l. .00 


From a farm on the White Highlands of Kenya, Roderick Cameron sallies forth un- 
dismayed to offer a travel book with the atmosphere of another age. He writes of the 
Kikuyu and the Mau Mau for whom shotguns are cocked; he visits the Masai, much admired 
warriors now deprived of their raiding occupation. Off to the coast, he wanders through 
ruins and Lamu and approaches Zanzibar, redolent with clove traffic and the aroma of a 
colorful history, not as he would wish - by dhow - but by airplane. A climb up the bean- 
stalk to Uganda and recall of the old Kabaka, spoiled but beloved despot of another era, 
concludes a journeying with the air of another world about it, even though some of the 
subjects encountered are strictly contemporary. The nature passages are poetic and evo- 

cative; the native ones at times reveal a patronizing tone to which Americans generally 
are not attuned. Surveying local political drama with calm, this is a calculated remove 
from the adrenalin of big game. Photographs. (10:56-0602) 


August 28 


MacCaig, Norman Macmillan 
RIDING LIGHTS $1.75 


Poems of unusual distinction are contained in this little volume, a choice of 
the British Poetry Book Society which gives its accolade to only four volumes a year. If 
brevity is the soul of wit, you will find wit- not only in the small number of poems- 49 
in all- but in their terseness. Subtle, but also comprehensible, this is the best kind 
of contemporary verse. There is originality, there is melody, and there is a kind of } 


mre nm 
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crystalline clarity. And its metaphysical realism consists of many deeply perceptive 
insights. This is not a book for the general reader- but for the real poetry lover 
who will perhaps be reminded of Rilke. 


September 12 


Hadley, Arthur F. | Holt 
DO I MAKE MYSELF CLEAR? $1.50 


Illustrated boldly by Jim Berryman, this assembles assorted statements from 
Washington and offers a (free) translation of their real meaning. From the beginnings 
of a campaign when the clean record is shown, to politicking for votes, to discussion 
of issues, this pricks the ballooning words; it then goes on to individual activities - 
members of committees, bureaucrats, diplomats, the military and the Air Force, the 
lobbyists, the press and the lawyers, and their clouded pearls. As a sample “You have 
asked what I consider to be the key question.” translates into "Thank God he doesn't 
know what's going on". Aimed primarily at Washington, this funny making is specialized 
in its appeal. 


September 14 


Jacobs, Bruce Norton 
HEROES OF THE ARMY $3.50 


The story of "The Medal of Honor and Its Winners" provides fuel for patriot- 
ism and thankfulness for battles won. Here are men from the Civil War up to the 
Korean Conflict whose personal stories make up the body of valor. Among them are 
the Mitchel Raiders for the Union; Charles Whittlesey whose "Lost Battalion” came 
through in the Argonne; Sandy Nininger, Bataan infantryman; Lee Hartell nicknamed 
“Colonel Hilltop" in Korea. The feats of Sgt. York, the conscientious objector mount- 
aineer who decided to fight with faith and sauntered in shepherding 132 Germans in 
the Argonne, is a full-fledged folk epic. The author points up the distinction of 
the medal, top of the Pyramid of Honor, which Eisenhower refused because it belonged 
to men who had faced the enemy in combat. A drum-roll for glory, for deeds to be re- 
membered and names cherished, with tne simple approach of do and die. Lists of winners. 
(LC:56-10088) 


September 17 


Bliven, Bruce, dr. Hoit 
THE BATTLE FOR MANHATTAN $3.50 


Developed from an article in The New Yorker, this concentrates on two "small 
actions" which took place on two "successive days" on the small island of Manhattan- 
the physical defeat to which it led, the moral victory it ultimately established. 

Now, during the summer of 1776, Boston, "which had seemed to important in 1775" was 
forgotten; Washington's army, 750 to Howe's 4000, was in wretched shape- and there 
were many desertions, disproportionate casualties among the sullen, silent troops. 
Morale worsened, after the withdrawal to Harlem Heights, but even though this too had 
to be abandoned- the fighting ended with many "salutary consequences”. In Washington's 
words- his men had learned that it only required "resolution and good officers to 

make an enemy, that they stood in too much dread of, give way".... A close historical 
perspective, and as old battle stations are resumed, they have a new importance and 

an incisive interpretation. The 32 pages of halftone illustrations will of course add 
to the historical and local value. (1C0:56-10506) 
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September 17 


Blesh, Rudi Knopf 
MODERN ART U.S.A. $5.00 


* Written by a critic whose comments here should solidify his recognition in many 
corners of the art world, this is a book that not only lucidly surveys the contemporary 
painting scene in America but makes its progress fascinating and entertaining to layman 
and connoisseur alike. Though his comments and analyses follow a conventional chronological 
outline, Mr. Blesh has a facility of expression and an aptitude for placement that make 
his chapters trenchant and witty and his outline especially clear in perspective. Follow- 
ing through material on the vacuum in American painting during the 1900's when people were 
more concerned with art's duty than ability, the faint but marked impression of such as 
the Fauves and the Steins in Paris and Alfred Steiglitz' small "peep hole” on modern art at 
his New York gallery, the Armory show of 1913 and the artistic riot it caused, and the final 
beginning of other galleries to handle modern art- the reader soon sees a picture of 
progress beginning to jell. Though all was not well by the 20's, modern art was at least 
here to stay. The remainder of the book, discussing the events that led climactically to 
the Museum of Modern Art and talking most entertainingly and perceptively of the artists 
themselves from the forerunners like Cezanne to the avant garde led by de Kooning, Pollock 
and the abstract expressionists, presents a step by step definition of art too in the 
process. A definitely healthy study that should give direction to the newest artistic the- 
ories and prod old ones loose from shaky moorings. (LC:56-5779) 


September 17 


Butcher, Margaret Just Knopf 
THE NEGRO IN AMERICAN CULTURE $4.50 
This ties in with immediate interest in the Negro factor in American life, and @ 


despite its characteristic as an extremely dry study of Negro culture, it may benefit 

from the impetus of current concern. The material was originally gathered by Alain Locke 
of Howard University under a Rockefeller grant in 1951. Locke's death in '53 resulted in 
the final organization being done by Margaret Butcher of the same university. Most of 

the topics,- spirituals, music, jazz and the blues, dance, drama, and to a lesser extent 
Negro poets and novelists, have all been presented more brilliantly and more excitingly by 
white writers. That this is thorough and inclusive as a compendium of the part played by 
our colored population in the arts is not to be denied. The one point that is sometimes 
overlooked and is here stressed is the two way process in the interaction of Negro art on 
white culture and the reverse. Intense seriousness makes for a graceless style. The chief 
value of the material will be in the field of reference. (106:56-5783) 


September V2 4 


Garraty, John A. Knopf 
~ WOODROW WILSON $2.50 


Wilson, whose greatness neither time nor biographer dims, meets his newest | 
assailant with calm and leaves the field again triumphant. Garraty points up - fourteen 
times over - Wilson's meager intellectual beginnings, professional quandary between law 
and politics, indifferent teaching gifts with smaller classes, stubborn autocracy at 
Princeton, longing for political power which thrust him overnight from New Jersey's guber- 
natorial seat to the White House, disloyalty to supporters and hypocritical phrasemongering, 
personal vanity in attacking Mexico, naive misuse of diplomatic influence, shoddy peace- 
making and senseless insistence on the aims of the post-war, and, finally, relinquishing 
executive control and dreams of re-election only long after illness had reduced him to a 
bundle of confusions and platitudes. But Garraty cannot - and does not seek to - wrest 
from Wilson his reforms as an educator, his political genius in theory and legislative 
practice, his immense energy, foresight and quest for progress. A study, useful and ins- 
tructive, in the Great Life In Brief series. (1C:56-5802) 
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September - 24 


McCormick, Anne O'Hare Knopf 
Ed. by Sheehan, Marion Turner $4.50 
THE WORLD AT HOME 


This selection of Anne O'Hare McCormick's writings from 1925 to 1945 has, 
besides the merit of her style and insight, the wisdom to follow a few veins of her 
discourse on the state of the nation in these years. We witness the stirring conver- 
sion of the South as industrialization makes inroads on old ways and as Roosevelt 
pumps new blood into it in an effort to bring its count up to that of the rest of the 
nation. The spectacle of the Depression over the land, calling up the little man as 
hero of the hour, causing the profound doubt in that trusted gold mine, Wall Street, 
where Main Street sought wealth, rises before us in these pages. We watch Hoover de- 
part and Roosevelt emerge as President - and from the moment he appears, he takes the 
stage completely, relinquishing it only in 1945. Through the administration years 
come interviews which reveal the man so singularly directed, seeing the New Deal as 
@ means to education and recovery, seeking new approaches to other nations. There is 
no attempt to cover the war years. This is truly the story of a nation as it grew 
strong in diversity and as it emerged from extremity tempered and aware, with the 
leader who reforged it. (LC: 56-5792) 

O'Connor, Frank Knopf 
THE MIRROR IN THE ROADWAY 7/2 ‘Y $h 50 


* This perceptive and stimulating volume of essays on 19th century novelists 
originated in lectures given at Harvard's summer school. Revised and expanded, and 
ably introduced by a preliminary essay on the role of the novel as an art form, this 
constitutes a truly original and provocative contribution to literary criticism. 
O'Connor's thesis is that the 19th century novel is "incomparably the greatest of 
modern art forms, greater than the symphony with which it has much in common; greater 
than any of the popular literary forms since the Greek theater". Discussing with 
brilliance a wide range of novelists,- Jane Austen, Stendhal, Dickens, Balzac, Gogol, 
Turgenev, Trollope, Hardy, Proust, Joyce and others, he makes it plain why serious 
novel readers today feel bereft. No one equals the great life giving artists. The 
conflict between judgment and emotion provides a provocative central theme. He is 
not rigid in its application, but applies it with subtlety and insight. A rich and 
rewarding book of literary criticism, lighted by Celtic imagination. The literary 
minded public will love it. (LC: 56-8926) 


Stampp, Kenneth a ew Knopf 
THE PECULIAR INSTITUTION ~ | _ ¥ $5.75 


Uncle Tom-ism, Gone With The Wind-ism, and the rival shibboleths of Topsy 
and Eva and Tara are forever banished by this close socio-historical survey of the 
Old South. What remains are the glamorless facts of slavery - its origins, adminis- 
tration on all levels, customs, values and continuance in modern forms. The research 
sweeps over the geographic, agricultural, economic sources of slavery, pries into the 
so-called psychological predispositions of oppressor and oppressed and their tragic 
symbiosis, gathers statistics and breakdowns on the spread and prevalence of slavery, 
seizes details about individual planters and their domestic tribulations, blows clean 
and terrible through the moral rationalizings of the South and the unthinking lachry- 
mosities of the Yankee humanitarian. Fervent but not hysterical, dedicated but un- 
biased, irresistibly readable, this is a social document of power and import. For 
all serious, thinking persons; for continuing sales to libraries; for specialists in 
Southern history (especially ante-bellum); for social psychologists and race relations 
experts. (LC: 56-5800) 
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September 17 


Raitt, Helen Norton 
EXPLORING THE DEEP PACIFIC $3.75 


The recent two ship Capricorn Expedition, probing the Pacific and its floor 
towards the goal of eventually writing a history of oceans, was equipped with a cable 
almost seven miles long, highly sensitive sound equipment, explosives to set up wave pat- 
terns, diving apparatus, and one item scientifically unskilled, scientifically uninformed,- 
Mrs. Raitt, proud, fluttering, inquiring wife of the senior geophysicist. She learned 
how to gobble up the watered-down wisdom of her male shipmates; she learned to stand watch, 
keep the log, preserve mud samples, and guide the fantastic cable smoothly onto its drum. 
But her recollections tell us more about wenches than winches, more about tropical scenery 
than undersea mountains. She is obviously partial to landlubbing intermezzos at Pago Pago 
and Tonga, pearl-diving lore and the psychological titillations and disquietudes in 
sharing a man's life. (1C:56-10089) 





September 19 


Kenworthy, Leonard Harper 
INTRODUCING CHILDREN TO THE WORLD $3.50 


"The elementary schools that will make the great contribution to life in the 
next generation will be those schools that are related to the world community"- and this 
is a presentation of a type of program which will best accomplish "world centered educa- 
tion". While Professor Kenworthy's discussion of the world ahead and the world-minded- 
ness which must be developed is “exploratory and suggestive"- his recommendations are 
definite- and particular books, film strips, slides, etc. which are available now amplify 
and specify the points of the program which includes a study of the earth, the peoples of 
the world and the way they live, concepts of interdependence, of poverty and plenty, of 
other faiths, etc. There is an extensive bibliography of available materials and media as @ 
+ mesa ; ce for teachers only which should provide both a focus and a stimulus to many. 

IC 356-9061 


September 19 


Moorehead, Alan Harper 
GALLIPOLI $4.50 


* As journalism, spare, precise, only rarely- but then superbly- poetic; as 

history, complete in both detail and context, this dates from the intricate political 
tangle which finally drove Turkey into the German camp to the days of peace when "lizards 
scuttle about the tombstones" of the quarter of a million Allied casualties from the Galli- 
poli campaign. In passing, this is a vindication for Churchill, even a tribute to his 
skilled planning. But Moorehead transcends factualism and the refinements of its rendering. 
This is really literature, though its genre is unidentifiable. For two reasons:- the living 
intimacy with which all details, all persons, all atmosphere and sensations are evoked; 
everything is somehow transfigured, mere fact and circumstance become fundamental truth. 

The landing of troops at the wrong point, the total breakdown of communications, the untold 
waste of effort and heroism - from the tragedies of Gallipoli Moorehead proclaims that hu- 
man achievement is in the doing alone, and, in the final working out, undone by human igno- 
rance, weakness, folly. A compelling work, enduring in interest. It deserves substantial 
—— enthusiasm to offset the inevitable apathy to the subject matter. 

LC 356-602 : 


September 19 . y 


Smith, Elsdon C. Harper 
DICTIONARY OF AMERICAN FAMILY NAMES $h-06 
For reference, for those who are out on a limb up their family tree, this dic- @ 
tionary offers the origins of some 6000 names plus some 4000 variant forms, so that unless 
your surname is particularly special, you will probably find it here. An introduction covers 
the origins and spread of family names, along with their peculiarities and characteristics 
and national variations- or corruption- through the centuries. Elsdon Smith is an authority 
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in this field and you may remember The Story of Our Names (1950) which Harper also 
published, and which contains further historical material. (LC: 56-8766) 


September 19 2 


Bard, Mary Lippincott 
JUST BE YOURSELF $3.50 


The wife of The Doctor Wears Three Faces, who found herself to be Forty Odd 
a couple of year later, is forced to widen the range of her activities when Mari, 9, 
Sally, 8, Heidi, 6, all want to be Brownies- and there are no vacancies. By taking 
over pregnant Mrs. Burton's troop- Mrs. Bard gains access for her own brood, converts 
her game room and goes through the cheerful rounds of baking bread, gardening, trip- 
ping with Trail signs, and matching the festive occasions- Halloween, Christmas, 
Valentine's day, with the appropriate decorations. Her troop becomes two- and while 
there are many willing Brownies, there are some complaining Mothers; the year ends 
with the production of a play- and the Flying Up Ceremony to Girl Scout status.... 
Pretty incidental, but a book which women, mothers, and probably mothers of girls 
largely, will find casual,useful, and recognizable. The need is there. Go after 
it. (LC: 56-11676) 


Strecker, Edward A., M.D. & Lippincott 
Lathbury, Vincent T., M.D. $3.75 
THEIR MOTHER'S DAUGHTERS 


Report repeated from the March 15th bulletin, as follows: "Another study of 
woman's role in the realm of marriage and raising children offers intelligent guide- 
posts to mature living within the traditional basic concepts of woman's primary position 
as wife and mother. As a companion volume to Their Mother's Sons (written by Dr.Strecker) 
this will present readers with many of the maxims for well adjusted daughters that the 
former did for sons. These are developed in chapters dealing with familiar aspects of 
mother-daughter (and often father-daughter) relationships through various growth stages 
from birth and on into marriage. Through these the psychology of weak, possessive 
mothers is extensively outlined. Usually the product of possessive mothers themselves, 
their warning signs are tendencies to meddle in everything their daughters do, to instill 
frightening rather than relieving notions of sex, to relive life through the younger 
generation, and so forth. Specific case histories serve to ground these general points 
and give sensible directives for an emotionally untroubled life which, if it refrains 
from admitting women to the realm of humanity where they may think and act as people 
rather than women, at least indicates a sound and happy femininity. (LC: 56-6419)” 


Barnes, Eric Scribner. / 
THE MAN WHO LIVED TWICE $5 .00 


eeeewas Edward Sheldon whose career as a playwright skyrocketed early and whose 
life as an invalid, crippled by arthritis, blind and helpless, brought him a world of 
loyal and loving friendships. Young in his devotion to the theatre, which was fostered 
by his mother, Harvard brought him closer to it, he did a walk-on for Bernhardt and soon 
after graduation he had his first bit in Broadway, Salvation Nell. Then came The Nigger 
to be followed by his long lasting Romance which created a personal interest because of 
his love for Doris Keane. Lulu Belle and The Jest were among others and when illness 
struck he had a following, in the theatre and out, which was anxious to keep him company, 
interested and amused. He, in turn, was able, through his own sensitivity, to give com- 
fort, encouragement and help where it was needed and never permitted his disabilities 
to have a dampening effect. Eugene O'Neill called him "one of the rare ones" and those 
who shared his love and concern were warmed by his many courtesies, kindnesses and 
thoughtful gestures. There are famous names all through - from Helen Hayes and Barry- 
more back to Mrs. Patrick Campbell and Constance Collier, Van Wyck Brooks and more and 
more. It is a story of a short bright summer of amazing achievement and a long, long 
life of triumph over invalidism, whose appeal extends beyond the footlights for its 
humanity and courage. Anne Morrow Lindbergh has done the introduction. Illustrated. 
(LC: 56-9882 ) 
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Fane, Commander Francis Douglas & 
Moore, Dan Appleton-Century © 
THE NAKED WARRIORS $5.00 


An official history of that phase of World War II amphibious operations, better 
known as the work of UDT or Underwater Demolition Teams, extensively covers the activities 
of this section of the Navy from its origin on through the many maneuvers, small and large, 
which aided the Allies in the South Pacific, the Atlantic and in the Korean campaign. While 
introductory chapters deal with the concept of UDT, the changes in its training programs 
and its purposes- to find dangerous inshore obstructions and facilitate the landing of 
troops against immediate opposition- these are followed with play by play descriptions of 
various invasions and invasion campaigns. There was Saipan and the first major test of 
the newly organized UDT; Guam and the decisive operations of two men, Crist and Carberry; 
the Halsey-MacArthur tactics of 1944 and the far reaching results they brought, climaxing 
on Okinawa. Except for those with the special interest the book will make dry reading, 
for it is long, meticulously detailed and written without facility of expression that could 
have made a more notable book of UDT's basically exciting story. Nevertheless the remark- 
able accomplishments and deeds this small body of highly trained men performed is recorded 
here to their much deserved credit. 


September 21 


Roosenburg, Henriette Viking 
THE WALLS CAME TUMBLING DOWN $3.50(7) 


Deceptively undramatized, this builds up into one of the most moving and absorbing 
stories of the liberation of a group of political prisoners from a prison in southeast 
Germany. Dutch members of the underground, the three girls and a merchant seaman, after 
the horrors of internment and imprisonment, with the war's end, were at low ebb physically, 
but their spirit was indomitable, and together they achieved the impossible- they made r 
their way back to Holland in five weeks of adventure, peril, setbacks through devastation 
and chaos of Germany, the relative comfort and security of Belgium. Most of the area was 
in Russian hands; they had a passport of sorts, but encountered blocks in illiterate guards, 
in threats of being assigned to DP camps, in problems of securing transportation of any 
kind. From the horrors of the prison with its strange recourse to devices to keep hold of 
reality and sanity, to get news, to eke out bare sustenance - any measure of freedom was 
intoxicating. And one shares the hour by hour tensions and the grim determination to win 
through. True adventure. The author is now living in America. (10:56-10405) 


September 24 


Holbrook, Stewart H. Holt 
THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN REVOLUTION $3.95 


Harry Orchard, professional killer, rolled up a record in the days when the 
mine owners and the labor unions waged what was virtually civil war. That Orchard out- 
lived the Western Federation of Miners - which through his dynamiting operations got into 
disrepute - that he held one of the top records for length of terms a life prisoner - all 
this is unimportant compared to the story of his role as hatchet man for the top guys who 
managed to escape their punishment. Orchard seemed to have been born without a conscience, 
with no sense of right or wrong. He was a bigamist, an arsonist, a professional upgrader 
of low grade ore, a burglar, a murderer, and- most to his own liking- a dynamiter, who used 
enormous charges in order to be sure of his victims. A career made to order for the crime 
comics and the pulps, his has been bypassed because the intensity of the "Rocky Mountain 
Revolution" seems remote and unreal. In his final years, he was converted - but Holbrook 
gives relatively little space to this phase of his checkered career. Americana - focussed 
on an unsavory segment of labor's story, which helped make the reputations of better known @ 
characters such as William E. Borah, Clarence Darrow and Big Bill Haywood. (IC :56-10511) 
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Tomlinson, Constance ; Little, Brown-AMP 
LES GIRLS $3.95 
"Les Girls"-as the sophisticated theatrically aware traveler may know- are 
the dancing chorus of the Folies Bergere,-English (generally accepted as better 
dancers than the French), half of them blondes, half of them red heads, all of them 
presumably good looking. It was a minor miracle when Constance Tomlinson, from a 
Nova Scotian parsonage, via a second rate road show in England, snared a job - and 
made good. This is the story of her adventures, of the girls who made up the chor- 
us, of the men who made plays for them- and rarely won more than the chance to give 
them an extra meal here and there - of the hand to mouth existence, on slim pay. 
Then- next step up in her double goal- to dance and to see the world - Tommy, as she 
was called, promoted herself to the cast of the Basil Beauties, on tour in the capi- 
tals of Europe. One gets oblique glimpses of the places they went, the flavor of 
successive countries, the haps and mishaps that dogged their paths. It's fun reading, 
and the telling is lively, warm, and appreciative, without literary pretensions. 
Those hunting shockers will find it tame. I liked it. (10:56-9070) 


Scott, J. D. Morrow 
LIFE IN BRITAIN 4) 2b $5.00 


This is more than "A Guide tu British Institutions, Traditions and Contem- 
porary Life" - as the subtitle indicates. Actually it is an informative portrait 
of a nation and a people, compactly written, crystal clear, and an evaluation of 
the intrinsic qualities of the British that have carried them through major crises 
that would have downed a lesser breed of men. Political, social, educational, econo- 
mic aspects have their due, written so that one feels- "This I should know and want 
to know- if I am to understand British writing, British thinking, if I am to get the 
most out of visiting England (and Scotland) and meeting her people." This is not a 
book to read for the flavor of the countryside- though some of that is there; it is 
not a "travelogue" in any sense. Rather it is a book for study of the place, the 
people, the government, the social life, the law, the press, and the development of 
the welfare state as a way of life. A book to own- and to use. 


Diole, Philippe Messner 
SAHARA ADVENTURE VY. $4.50 


After roaming both Africa and the sea floor, Philippe Diole has returned 
to voyage across a sea of sand, in search of an experience complementary to The 
Undersea Adventure. Here again the spirit is the touchstone, the encounter with an 
"instant of eternity" the reward for the receptive soul. Walking behind his laden 
camel with a petit bourgeois of the desert, masked as a noble Targui, for a guide, 
and a young lad for a helper, our Saharan seeker faced the Tassili of Ajjir and 
Fezzan, where he sought out the cliff art of ancient Africa, and mused on unknown 
existences mutely evidenced by rock portraits. He found them at Djanet and, a night 
gift, at the Wadi Mathendous. Turning to the seacoast, he saw Sebrata and Tripoli, 
where he ended his quest in the desert, which altered space and time and brought the 
"indifferent equilibrium" which he had known before. A wanderer who is open to wonder 
and expansion, Philippe Diole follows the mystical path that has appealed to other 
true adventurers, St. Exupery among them. His meditation will have meaning for a 
minority. (LC:56-10447) 
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September 24 


Hill, Ralph Nading Rinehart @ 
WINDOW IN THE SEA $3.50 


An account of the development of the Marineland Studios in Florida into a tourist 
attraction provides informal acquaintance with the methods of securing and satisfying the 
sea creatures who live in the oceanarium and yields adventures and discoveries about their 
natures and habits. Ilia Tolstoy's belief that different kinds of fish could live together 
without the smaller ones ending in the large ones' stomachs was generally proven. Aside 
from accidents and encounters with new inmates who brought out the joy of the chase,- fish 
usually preferred being kept to keeping themselves. The studio's acquisitions included 
Herman, a pilot whale who wanted to be a porpoise, Butch, the sea lion who preferred free- 
dom as a mascot of the fishing fleet to captivity with his mate Fanny, Flippy the porpoise 
who proved that his species could become trained entertainers. There are side comments here 
about cohabitation and about deep sea terrors (such as the moray eel), about findings as 
to the feeding habits of various fish (maneating sharks are considered to be old cruisers 
in coastal waters with a learned taste for human flesh). Scientific testing goes on, and 
the shark repellent has been a major contribution. Easy schooling. Ill. (LC 356-9133) 


September 25 | e| \4 


Holt 
THE TROUBLE WITH THE IRISH $3.00 


A serious history of Ireland and her people, by an Anglo-Irish author, follows 
the long period of "splendid isolation" when the country was given over to local brannigans, 
reveals the sad results of the Norman conquest and the peculiar troubles brought about 
by how the Irish wore their hair. It shows how Henry VIII gave them unity over the split 
between the Protestants and Catholics; it highlights the revolts over land confiscation and 
the plantation system and Cromwell's complete subjugation by the sword. The Penal Code © 
that made vassals of the people, further exploitation, and the uprisings under Fitzgerald 
and Tone, the Act of Union and the devastation caused by the potato famine contribute to 
the years of attempted land reforms and the efforts of O'Connell and Parnell. Civil War 
averted by World War I, the Irish question came to life with the revolts over home rule, 

De Valera's work for freedom and the eventual establishment of the Irish Free State. 
Wibberley has an eye to the "chronic shortcomings" and "talented imbecility" of the Irish 
and a sympathy for their long history of oppression and tells his story with color and 
vigorous concern. (1C:56-11167) 


Wibberley, Leonard 


September 25 


Moraes, Frank Macmillan 
JAWAHARLAL NEHRU $7.50 


The biography of India's great prime minister could hardly be separated from 
the history of India's fight for freedom, and Indian newsman, Frank Moraes, provides here 
the fullest exposition of both available to date. Nehru's association with Gandhi, who 
knew that when he was gone, Jawaharlal would speak his language, is the core of book, of- 
fering stunning evidence of Gandhi's abilities as catalyst, leader, inspirer, sage politi- 
cian. The influence of the West on Nehru through education at Harrow and Cambridge, through 
later travel and study, and doubtless through the home struggle, brought the conviction that | 
nationalism was not enough, but that India must become part of the world stream, with the 
concept of Marxist theory wedded to democracy as a framework for progress. The internal 
clashes in the latter days are considered - the trials with Jinnah, who plead for Pakistan 
and a majority in the Interim Government, who wanted the Punjab and Bengal and had "a dif- 
ficulty for every solution"; Gandhi's death, symbol of the extreme terrors of partition, @ 
at the hands of a militant Hindu seeking reprisal in Moslem lives; Hyberadad; Kashmir (where 
the Security Council failed to order Pakistan to withhold support from raiders against whom 
Indians were called to defend the Kashmiri - and thereby damaged Indian trust). The relation 
with Asia, the recent conferences - Colombo, Geneva, Bandung, the problem of Nepal as defense 
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requirement, the posed destiny of a nation and a man, of the nation without the man, 
bring the biography to its close. Nehru's private life, eclipsed by his discipledom 
and emergence as successor to Gandhi, is conveyed as well, in a book that shows the 
price and prize of freedom sought and suffered for and won. It should bring a new 


understanding and respect to Nehru. (LC:56-11656) Ou 
Fi) 
September 26 an 
rn 
Stone, Irving (y*\ A Doubleday sae 
MEN TO MATCH MY MOUNTAINS $5.5 95 


Stone defines this as "the story of the opening of a land and the building 
of a civilization" - and this is the sweeping effect of his saga of the opening of 
the Far West, specifically California, Nevada, Utah and Colorado. Indians and trap- 
pers and hunters and a handful of settlers on the Coast made little impress on the 
empire belonging to Mexico, in 1840. And the man who opened the sluicegates was a 
man who had failed at everything else, "Captain" John Augustus Sutter. Ambition 
and imagination and determination launched the beginnings of his small empire in the 
valley of the Sacramento. Gold rounded out the story, as it was to round out other 
approaches to the opening of the West. Irving Stone tells all of the history in 
terms of the men - sometimes the women- who opened the land and built that civiliza- 
tion. It is almost overwhelming in the mass of material he has used, sometimes with 
a lack of selectivity that makes balance difficult for the reader, but always with 
the gift of the storyteller, the sense of drama, the appreciation of shifting values. 
Gold - silver - railroads- these proved the spurs; floods of immigrants followed various 
trails; communities mushroomed; violence and lawlessness gave way before self-cons- 
tituted law of vigilantes; government tcok shape slowly; Washington granted statehood 
in desperation - or withheld it (as in the case of Utah) in order to win a dispute. 
Polygamy was the moot question, and for a generation and more harried the Mormons and 
brought virtual civil war. The War between the States had its repercussions. Fortunes 
were made- and lost. Major figures rose to peaks - and fell. The stories for each 
area overlapped- had their likenesses and their differences. It's a mammoth task, ac- 
complished with zest and a keen sense of capturing history. Some of the versions he 
has accepted (the Donner Party tragedy, the Mountain Meadows Massacre, for example) 
will rouse heated controversy. But for the most part, this serves a purpose a kin to 
Bernard De Voto's recording of the days of the Conquistadores. In this addition to 
Mainstream of America, the storyteller outweighs the historian. (1C:56-9405) 


SeptembsrZ6 (2 ie 


Belli, Melvin Holt 
READY FOR THE PLAINTIFF $6.50 


Report repeated from the April 15th bulletin, when scheduled for earlier 
publication, as follows: "Robert Wallace wrote a book called Life and Limb (see 
report p. 686 last fall) which was Belli's story as a personal injury lawyer. Now 
Melvin Belli tells his own story - and at the same time makes a dramatic plea for 
personal injury law as such. This is fascinating reading for the layman whois . 
rapidly convinced that the day may come when he may be the victim of a "tort"; and 
for the budding lawyer, whose study of torts has proved the biggest hurdle in his 
legal training, this should be a bonanza. For here point upon point is illustrated 
by cases out of Melvin Belli's extraordinary career. Victims of bankrupting catas- 
trophe, physical, mental, economic, are the stuff of which his cases are made and 
the book is crammed with their stories. In the course of the incidents the layman 
gets background data on kinds of cases; value - and limitations - of insurance company 
operation; variety of suits, workman's compensation cases involving common carriers; 
statute of limitations; slander and libel; problems of delays in justice; juries - 
their selection and handling; the presentation of the case and the summing up, and so 
on. it is for most of us a different world. Melvin Belli makes one realize the 
importance of looking behind the scenes. (10:55-10639) 
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Orth? | 1/28 
Sopyaier @ 
Gregg, Richard B. Lippincott 
THE SELF BEYOND YOURSELF $3075 


An approach to meaningful living through spiritual acclimatization written by 
a meditative "amateur" and finder-seeker draws upon the wealth of the great world reli- 
gions to chart a process for fulfillment, which can be followed within or without the 
confines of orthodoxy. There is a careful and reference-rich exploration of the nature 
of belief, knowing, reality, the self; of the value of theology, myth, ritual, meditation, 
and so on. The author posits that everyone makes a basic assumption,- that absolute as- 
sumptions, the basis of religions, are neither provable nor disprovable, true nor false, 
but are transcendent and immanent. Our ways of knowing consist fundamentally. of 
knowing about and unitive knowing; the latter path is the prélogical, mystical oneness with 
God or Spirit. The way to fulfillment lies in transcending the self, in giving up indi- 
vidual separateness (a result of the senses and culture) to be lived by the Spirit, to be 
one with the greater self. Religions vary in emphasis on and expression of transcendency, 
but all contain it. The perception of reality, itself an’ interpretation, is revealed in 
pairs of opposites which need each other and which are to find complementary resolution 
through the perceiver'sself transcendence. A student of Hinduism and Buddhism in India, 
the author points to the ways of right conduct (the chief ritual), devout faith, meditation 
and contemplation as approaches to unitive knowledge of Spirit. He sees religion as neces- 
sary to morality, for it offers in theology a reasoned order, in myth a primary and unique 
way of apprehending reality, in mysticism unity with God. He seeks such unity through in- 
ward meditation rather than petition of prayer - and in unity finds that the eternal is now. 
The wisdom of Hindu, Buddhist, Confucian, Tao, Christian, Jewish and Muslim faiths, and of 
such great scientists as Einstein, Sir James Jeans and Eddington - whose researches contain © 
mystic elements and whose words seem to void as artificial the science-religion dichotomy - 
all serve Mr. Gregg in a pensive, provocative book of spiritual dimension. Link this with 
the new Toynbee and seek double market in your religious book department. (LC:56-10811) 


S24 terme ‘26 
Nowell, Elizabeth- Fd. Scribner 
THE LETTERS OF THOMAS WOLFE $10.00 


A labor of concentrated devotion to an ideal, this collection of 700 letters 
form an 810 page spate of autobiographical writings, beginning with a boyhood letter in 
1908 and ending twenty years later with a communication to Maxwell Perkins, his editor, 
as death drew near. We follow the course of a man finding his personal destiny at the 
University of North Carolina, at Harvard in Baker's 47 Workshop, in New York and Brooklyn, 
Europe and the West... The currents of his history run deep; here is the story of the 
homesick wanderer, the drama of his relationship with editor and publisher, his break to 
prove his independence. Here is his writing as a public affair, with fans and defamers, 
critics and colleagues, libel charges and business affairs. We see Tom Wolfe's nature in 
the emotional intensity and vigor of these letters; we follow the process of becoming a 
writer; we understand the practical problems of his profession (application for a Guggen- 
heim, listing his favorite books, formulating a writer's creed, etc.). Many names appear 
as recipients:- John Wheelock, Frere Reeve, Aline Bernstein, Hamilton Basso, George Pierce 
Baker, Scott Fitzgerald, Mabel Wolfe Wheaton, and others. His books are integral to the 
letters. The editor, his agent, places the letters in context, and supplies an introduc- 
tion. There's a Life feature projected - and a movie version of The Web and the Rock © @ 


coming. (1C:56-9880) 
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Durrell, Gerald Viking ~ 


THE DRUNKEN FOREST $3 -75 


* Back to South America, this time with a wife, Jacquie, Durrell continues 
to collect what sound like the most personable animals ever handled. Besides Cai, 
a douracouli monkey, there is Pooh, the crab eating raccoon, the pampas grey fox, 
Foxey, and Sarah Huggersack, the anteater, who became decided pets and were the ones 
to be taken when revolution caused them to hurry back to civilization. In the Chaco 
they caught screamers, armadillos, owls, cuckoos, parrakeets, jays, snakes and more; 
they had their headaches over substitute food, worries over housing their catches 
and all the excitements of the chase which hit its peak when they saw rheas being 
caught with the bolos. Their departure was complicated because they could not take 
all the specimens with them and found that their captives did not want to be free.... 
which created a whole new set of problems. This, with most attractive illustrations 
by Ralph Thompson, is of the caliber of The Overloaded Ark and The Bafut Beagles 
rather than the less successful Three Tickets to Adventure. Very nicee (10:56-8567) 





September ? 


Kirkpatrick, Evron M. Macmillan 
TARGET THE WORLD $5.00 


A complete survey of Communist propaganda tactics and activities in 1955, 
by districts and regions of the world and by the different methods in use in Russia 
and abroad, presents both the general reader and the student with a valuable refe- 
rence tool and a lengthy account of the ideological battle Communists are waging for 
@ world domination. Stating at the outset that Soviet propaganda must be understood 
in its context, Mr. Kirkpatrick gives a brief history of recent years and then settles 
on 1955 as a base for Communist line activities. With reference to the pyramidal 
structure of the party proper, there is an analysis of the organization and direction 
given to persuasive techniques- through authoritarianism, party facades, fronts and 
so forth- and in retrospect, the 1955 revision of tactics which shifted from a hard 
to soft approach but which did not chance objectives. The themes evidenced in that 
year are commented on through the Taiwan crisis and the simulated harmony of Geneva 
coupled with a barrage of anti-West propaganda to Asia. Turning to media next, Mr. 
Kirkpatrick presents a raft of information on the stepped up campaign through broad- 
casting, films, books, fairs and delegate exchanges to impress the non-Communist two- 
thirds of the world with the adequacy of Russian ideals. He has implemented this with 
statistics showing circulations, audiences, etc., the operations of many international 
front groups and their special applications in Asia, the Near East, Western Europe and 
latin America. This is light on specific examples which might have livened the text e 
and given the documentation more substance but with the liberal use of statistics the 
logic of the author's statements becomes convincing. . 


a <" 
Viereck, Peter O4ek % Scribner 
THE PERSIMMON TREE $3.00 


It has been said of modern poets that they are too private in their idion, 

too steeped in literary allusion, and that their heads are bigger than their hearts. 
All these aspersions apply to Peter Viereck. What we can guess of his private myth- 
ology from his poem about the Charles River is that he is a Harvard man brought up 

@ in a deeply academic tradition, but that on the other hand he has lived in Italy, 
vide his poem Ftruria- and that he has a certain classical, even Mediterranean, af- 
finity. He has read Goethe, Hart Crane; he enjoys orchards and gardens; but his 
poetry, in spite of its learning and diction, is cold, and destined for an intellectual 
audience of admirers who know him as a critic as well. (1C:56-10206) 
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Septetiber 77 


Mead, Shepherd Simon & Schuster @ 
HOW TO SUCCEED IN TV WITHOUT REALLY TRYING $2.95 


This companions his earlier How To Succeed In Business Without Really Trying 
in taking over the madness that is Madison Avenue for some pokes and prods at TV's own 
preserves. With case histories to illustrate Mead shows the avenues that lead to becoming 
an announcer, cowboy, newsman, or a star on the home screen, then he moves behind the 
camera to open the doors of working in an advertising agency, rising to copy chief, package 
owner, promoter, etc. This satirical spoofing firms up the jargon, the incidents and the 
dollar chasing and draws a bead on all types of programming as well as the masterminding 
behind them, for an audience within its own limits. (1C:56-11182) 


/ sie n 7 
Nelson, James (Qoet se Simon & Schuster 
THE TROUBLE WITH GUMBALLS $3.95 


A cheerful, complaisantly innocent, and often very funny account of a young 
man's going west - from New York to California where a pitchman's promise of "an easy 
part-time $100 a week" inducts him into the penny gum machine business. A little persua- 
sion parts him from most of his capital- some $5000, for which he gets 100 machines and a 
route in Sonoma County--- along with the constant annoyances of jammed machines, busted 
globes, recaicitrant to resistant shopkeepers, fighting youngsters, and the continuous at- 
tempt to locate and relocate his machines. A year of this penny-ante game still leaves 
him a long ways from a profit, drives him to the desperate episode when he locks up a non- 
cooperative customer in a washroom, and brings him to the conclusion that he must go into 
Christmas cards. A bout with polio brings in his $100 a week (insurance) and his wife 
finally lands a “pigeon” to buy his route.... Just about as resilient as the product sive 
and likable all the way. (1C:56-11185) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 


: 265 Hoyt, H.B.- ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DOGS- from 5/25 to 7/19. Price from 
; $3.95 to $4.00 (Putnam) 
Runbeck, Margaret Lee- THE YEAR OF LOVE- definite date 9/10 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Yohannen, J.D.- A TREASURY OF ASIAN LITERATURE- from 8/? to 9/7 (John Day) 
Heyer, Georgette- SPRIG MUSLIN- definite date 8/24 (Putnam) 
Duncan, David- THE TRUMPET OF GOD- price from $3.95 to $4.50 (Doubleday ) 
Stevenson, John P.- THE CAPTAIN GENERAL- price from $3.95 to $3.75 (Doubleday ) 
Bodart, Anne- Title from THE BLUE DOG to MR. POODIE- definite date 9/6 
(Houghton, Mifflin) 
Miller, Laura 0.- THE PLACE OF SAPPHIRES- definite date 9/13 (John Day) 
Mohr & Sellwood- SHIP 16- definite date 8/31 (John Day) 
Dulles, Marion- Title from A GREENHOUSE GARDENER'S YEAR to GREENHOUSE GARDENING 
AROUND THE YEAR (Macmillan) 
470 Bamm, Peter- THE INVISIBLE FIAG- definite date 9/6 (John Day) 
471 Browne, Douglas G.- THE RISE OF SCOTLAND YARD- from 9/? to 10/11 (Putnam) 
471 Fairbrother, Nan- MEN AND GARDENS- from 9/? to 9/17 (Knopf) 
471 Newby, Eric- THE LAST GRAIN RACE- definite date 9/10. Price from $3.75 to 
$4.00 (Houghton, Mifflin) @ 








